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TusgsDay, May 1, 1855. 
MEDICAL PROGRESS. The session was opened this morning at 
‘11 o'clock, the President, Dr. C. A, Pope, 
American Meprcat Assoctation.—The of Missouri, in the Chair; Drs. N.S. Davis, 
Eighth Annual Meeting of the American of I|linois, and John Green, of Masgachu- 
Medical Association was held in Philadel- getts, occupied seats on either side. Drs. 
phia, in the Saloon of the Musical Fund Francis West, of Pennsylvania, and E. S. 
Hall, which had been expressly fitted up for Lemoine, of Missouri, Secretaries. 
the occasion. The lower roomsof the Hall; The President called the Association to 
were appropriated to the use of committees, ' order, and announced that the first order of 
and in one of them there was placed, for the business was the reception of the report of 
inspection of members, a very finely-sculp- ‘the Committee of Arrangement on the Cre- 
tured stone, designed as a contribution by  dentials of Members. 
the Association to the Washington Monu-; Dr, Hays, Chairman of that Committee, 
ment. On its face is a representation, in alto ) before presenting the report, begged leave 
relievo, of Hippocrates refusing the presents ’ on behalf of the medical profession of Phila- 
sent to him by Artaxerxes with the design | delphia, to greet the members of the Asso- 
of inducing him to leave his country and ‘cjation with a sincere and cordial welcome, 
give his professional aid to the subjects of }and to assure them that every endeavour 
Persia. It bears the following inscription :— had been made to effect such arrangements 
‘ as would facilitate the deliberations of the 
Instituted Association, promote the comforts of its 
MDCCCXLVII. members, and render their sojourn in Phila- 
: delphia agreeable. This) he stated, was a 
Vincit Amor Patria. duty incumbent on the profession of this 
4city, and one which it was a source of 
The following report of the proceedings ‘gratification to them to perform. ‘‘ Eight 
will be found yery full, and may be relied ‘ years,’’ he said, ‘‘have elapsed since the 
on as authentic ; and, to gratify those who | Association was here organized, and out 
were not present and who will undoubtedly , brethren in every city in which the Asso- 
be desirous of learning what was done, we ciation has since met, have received our 
have issued this number in advance of the Delegates with a generous. and munificent 
regular day of publication. hospitality which we dare not aspire to 
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rival, and can scarcely hope to approximate. 
Should our effort then fall shart of fulfilling 
our wishes, I must beg you to at least 
accept the assurance that it is our earnest 
desire to do everything in our power to de- 
monstrate our profound respect for the as- 
sembled wisdom of the noblest of Pro- 
fessions.”’ 

Dr. Hays then reported the names of 337 
Delegates, who had already registered, and 
stated that the Committee of Arrangements 
were in session, and busily engaged in the 
performance of their duties. 

As the next order of business was the 
calling of the roll, Dr. H. hoped that the 


reading of the report now would be dis-. 


pensed with as unnecessary, which was ac- 
ceded to. 

The roll was then called by the Secretary, 
Dr. West. 

[The following list comprises the names, 
not only of the Delegates and members in 
attendance at the opening of the session, 
but those also who subsequently presented 
themselves.] ; 


MAINE. 


Maine Medical Association—A. J. Ful- 
ler, G. S. Palmer, Alpheus I’. Page, N. P. 


Monroe, Jas. C. Weston, Nathan Emerson. 
Penobscot Medical Soctety—Horatio N. 
Page, Joshua P. Dickinson. 
Medical School of Maine—E. R. Peaslee. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


New Hampskire State Medical Society— 
Silas Cummings, Thomas H. Marshall, 
Josiah Crosby, Frederick Boyden. 

Stafford District Medical Society—David 
T. Parker. 

VERMONT. 

Vermont State Medical Soeiety—Charles 
Clarke. 

Vermont Medical College—George T. 
Elliott, Jr. 

Grafton District Medical Society—Israel 
Hinckley, Henry B. Brown. 

Castleton Medical College—Jos. Perkins. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Massachusetts State Medical Soctety— 
Henry Willard, W. M. Cornell, E. T. East- 
man, Alex. Thomas, George Hayward, 
Winslow Lewis, Jeremy Stimson, Martin 
Root, Anson Hooker, Jonathan W. Bemis, 
Horace Richardson, Ephraim Buck, Benj. 
E. Cotting, C. P. Fiske, W. H. Page, Ed- 
ward B. Moore, Jasper H. York, A. Le 
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Baron Monroe, Gilman Kimball, S. G, 
Burnap, John Geo. Metcalf, Robert T. Da- 
vis, Augustine Shurtleff, Joseph Farnum, Jr. 
Benj. Cox, Jr., John Green, Wm. Work. 
man, Joseph Sargent, Henry Sargent, C.C. 
Holmes, E. D. Miller, John Ellis Blake, 
Benjamin Cutter, Francis Leland, Anson P. 
Hooker, George Choate, Charles W. Fay. 

Thurber Medical Association—Ambrose 
Eames, Allen C. Fay. 

Boston Medical Association—Edward D. 
G. Palmer, S. L. Sprague. 

Boston Society for. Medical Observation— 
J. Nelson Borland, Luther Parks, Jy. 

Medical Department Harvard University 
—D. H. Storer, Ed. H. Clarke. 

Massachusetts General Hospital—J. 
Mason Warren. 

Essex North Medical Society—Stephen 
Huse. 

Boston Society for Medical Improvement 
—George H. Lyman, William W. Lyman, 
John Homans, Wm. W. Morland, Calvin 
Ellis. 

Berkshire Medical Cullege—O. S. Root. 

Permanent Member—Levi Folsom. 

RHODE ISLAND. 


Rhode Island State Medical Society— 
Joseph Mauran, Ariel Ballou, Jas. H. El- 
dridge, Chas. W. Parsons, David King. 

Providence Medical Association —W. 
Owen Brown, George P. Boker. 

Permanent Member—Usher Parsons. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Connecticut State Medical Society—J.G. 
Beckwith, Samuel S. Noyes, John D. Ford, 
L. N. Beardsley. 

New Haven Medical Association—John 
K. Downes, S. H. Totten, George E. Bud- 
ington, John Nicoll. 

Hartford Hospital—Myron W. Wilson. 

Norwich Medical Association— Ashbel 


* Woodward. 


New Haven County Medical Society—P. 
A. Jewett, N. B. Ives, H. W. E. Matthews, 
Reynold Webb, Leonard J. Sanford, Chas. 
A. Lindsley, Joel .Canfield, Benjamin H. 
Catlin. 

Litchfield County Medical Society— 
Samuel T. Salisbury, Wm. W. Welch. 

Fairfield County Medical Society—Robt. 
Hubbard, David S. Burr. 

Middleser County Medical Society—Geo. 
W. Burke, Ira Hutchinson, Elisha B. Nye. 

Medical Institution of Yale College— 
Jonathan Knight, Charles Hooker. 
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Connecticut State Hospital--E. H. Bishop. 

New London County Medical Society— 
Ashbel Woodward. 

WindhamCounty Medical Society--Lewis 
Williams, 

Tolland County Medical Society—Fran- 
cis L. Dickinson, Alden Skinner. 

Middlesex Central Medical Association— 
David Harrison. 

Permanent Members — Reynold Webb, 
Gideon L. Platt. 


NEW YORK. 


New York State Medical Society—E. W. 
Armstrong, John E. Todd, Edson Carr. 

Erie County Medical Society—Jas. M. 
Newman. 

New York County Medical Society—Isaac 
Wood, D. Meredith Reese, Alfred C. Post, 
John Shanks, James Warren, Henry S. 
Downs, H. D. Bulkley. 

Herkimer County Medical Society—Wm. 
H. H. Parkhurst, A. F. Doolittle. 

Binghampton Academy of Medicine—Geo. 
8. Little. 

Madison County Medical Society—A. L. 
Saunders. 

Bellevue Hospital of N. York—S: Smith. 

Academy of Medicine—F. Campbell Stew- 
art, David Green, Jno. W. Corson, J. Foster : 
Jenkins, H. Weeks Brown, E. B. Warner, 
Joseph Wooster, Charles Henschel, S. 
Pomroy White, James O. Pond, James 
L. Phelps, J. P. Batchelder, J. T. Garrish, 
Pliny Earle, W. N. Blakeman, Lewis A. 
Sayre, William Rockwell. 

Medical Association of Southern Central 
New York—John Gay Orton, R. O. Cran- 
dall, H. M. Eastman. 

New York Medical College—B. Fordyce 
Barker, Horace Green. 

Albany Medical College—Alden March. 

Buffalo Medical Association—Chas. H. 
Wilcox, Frank H. Hamilton. 

New York State Emigrant Hospital— 
Thos. Addis Emmet, Ernest Schilling. 

Society of German Physicians—Ernest 
Krackowizer. 

Oneida County Medical Society—Jno. 
McCall, N. H. Dering. 

Wayne County Medical Society—C. G. 
Pomeroy, J. P. H. Deming. 

Oswego County Medical Society—Chas. 
G. Bacon. 

Monroe County Medical Society—John. 
Reid, Henry W. Dean. 

New York. Hospital—John Watson, Jo-— 
seph M. Smith. 
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Geneva Medical College—Fred’k Hyde. 

Richmond County Medical Suciety—W. 
C. Anderson. 

Broome County Medical Society—Thomas 
Jackson. 

New York Pathological Society—S. S. 
Purple, J. C. Hutchison, Thos. F. Cock, 
Thomas C, Finnell. 

New York Medical Association—Joseph 
A. Morrell, 

New York Ophthalmic Hospital—Mark 
Stephenson. 

Medical Department of the University of 
Buffalo—Sanford-B. Hunt, James P. White. 

Medical Faculty of the University of the 
City of New York—J. T. Metcalfe: 

Kappa Lambda Society of New York— 
Thomas Cock. 

College of Physicians and Surgeons New 
York—Alonzo Clark. 

German Medico- Chirurgical Society— 
Louis Bauer, Theodore A. Tellkampf. 

King’s City Hospital—Thomas Turner. 

King’s County Medical Society—T. An- 
derson Wade. 

Statistical Society—D. S. Conant. 

Westchester County Medical Society— 
James D. Trask. 

Permanent Members —Caleb Budlong, 
Henry S. West, E. H. Davis, A. Baker, Jr., 
P. B. Brooks, A. Willard, aly Jewett, 
J. M. Austin. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 

Philadelphia College of Physicians—Isaac 
Hays, G. B. Wood, R. A. Given, Ed. Harts- 
horne, J. B. Biddle, Francis West, Frank- 
lin Bache, Jno. Neill, Fras. G. Smith, Jr., 
Paul Beck Goddard, Joseph Carson, J. Rod- 
man Paul. 

Pennsylvania State Medical Society— 
Charles Innes, Henry Carpenter, G. Emer- 
son, David O. Mosser, Jno. A.’ Martin, 
Robert K. Smith, John G. Koehler, J. M. 
Confer, W. W. Townsend, 

University of Pennsylvania—Hugh L. 
Hodge, Samuel Jackson. 

Jefferson Medical College—Joseph Pan- 
coast, Charles D. Meigs. 

Pennsylvania Medical College—-Dawid 
Gilbert, J. M. Allen. ° 

Philadelphia College of Medicine—Isaac 
A. Pennypacker, Henry Hartshorne. 

Pennsylvania Hospital—George W. Nor- 
ris, William Pepper. 

Wills’ Hospital—S. Littell. 

St. Joseph's Hospital—Alfred Stillé, 
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Episcopal Hospital—John J. Reese. 

Philadelphia Hospital, Blockley—J. L. 
Ludlow, Henry H. Smith. _. 

Philadelphia County Medical. Society— 
Robert P. Thomas, Samuel L. Hollings- 
worth, William V. Keating, Caspar Wister, 
Benjamin S. Janney, Thomas’ H.' Yardley, 
D. Francis Condie, D. Paul Lajus, Wilson 
Jewell, John Bell, ‘Thomas  F. Betton, 
Samuel Jackson, William Byrd Page, 
Samuel Lewis, Anthony E. Stocker, Wm. 
H. Klapp, Ellwood Wilson, John Conrey, 
James V. Emlen, Arnold Naudain, John F. 
Lamb, Lewis Rodman. 

Northern Medical Association — Levi 
Curtis, William Mayburry, R. H. Town: 
send, N. L. Hatfield, J; Henry Smaltz. 

Western Clinical Infirmary—Thomas 
Hewson Bache. 

Philadelphia Dispensary — James M. 
Corse. 

Chester County Medical Society—Isaac 
Thomas, Wilmer Worthington, Alexander 
K. Gaston, S. A. Ogier. 

Delaware County Medical Society—M. 
Emanuel, C. J. Morton. 

Lancaster City and County Medical So- 
ciety—J. B. Stubbs, P. Cassidy, J.K. Raub, 
Thomas ‘Elimaker, Robert Duncan, W. S. 
Thompson, John Ream. - 

Lancaster County Haspital—John L. 
Atlee, J. Aug. Ehler. 

Huntingdon County Medical Society—J. 
M. Gemmill, J. H. Dorsey. 

Medical Society of City of Reading and 
County of Berks—Frank M. Hiester, P. G. 
Bertolet, Wm. Gries, Edward Wallace. 

Cambria County Medical Society—R.M. 
S. Jackson. 

Bucks County Medical Society—John 
Dyer, O. P. James. 

Lehigh County Medical Society—Charles 
H. Martin. 

Schuylkill County Medical Society—Jas. 
S. Carpenter, George Halberstadt. 

Montgomery County Medical Society 
—Hiram Corson, Charles Shoemaker, John 
L. Foulke, Wm. Corson. 

Blair County Medical Society—Wm. R. 
Finley. . 

Philadelphia Association for Medical In- 
struction—Addinell Hewson. 

Allegheny County Medical Society—A. 
M. Pollock, 

Moyamensing House of Industry—Jacob 
Da Costa. 

Northampton County Medical Society— 
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Robert E. James, Edward Swift, Trail 
Green. 

York County Medical Society—James 
W. Kerr. ; 

Philadelphia Medico-Chirurgical Society 
—Henry Y. Smith. 

Lebanon County Medical Society—Wil- 
jiam Moore Guilford. 

Mifflin County Medical Society—Abram 
Rothrock. 

Permanent Members—Henry Bond, Geo. 
J. Ziegler, Réné La Roche, B. Horner 
Coates, Winthrop Sargent, Jr., W. L. Atlee, 
J. D. Ross, Jas. Bryan, Wm. Ashmead, 
John Lowman, Anthony ‘Heger, Moreton 
Stillé,, George Fex, Laurence Turnbull, 
Thomas Spencer, G. W. Wimley, R. 
E. Rogers, William A. Piper, Isaac R. 
Walker, J. H. B. M‘Clellan, William H. 
Watson, Caspar Morris. 


NEW JERSEY. 

State Medical Society of New Jersey— 
Zachariah Read, B. H. Stratton, R. M. 
Cooper, Lewis Condict, James B. Coleman, 
J. B. Munn. 

Camden County District Medical Society 
—A. D. Woodruff, Isaac L. Mulford. 

Camden City Medical Society—Thos. F. 
Cullen. 

Cumberland County Medical Society— 
Isaac H. Hampton, Enoch Fithian, William 
Elmer. 

Mercer County District Medical Society 
—John H. Phillips, Thomas J. Corson. 

Hunterdon County (N. J.) Medical So- 
ciety—John Blane. 4 

Essex County (N.J.) District Medical 
Society— Lyndon A. Smith, George R. 
Chetwood. 

- Burlington County Medical Society— 
Henry H. Longstreet, George Goodell, J. 
P. Coleman. 

Hudson County Medical Society--Charles 
Cook, John Thomson. 

‘Sussex County District Medical Society 
—A. D. Morford, John R. Stuart. 

Gloucester County Medical Society—Jobn 
R. Sickler, Charles F.-Clark. 

Warren County District Medical So- 
ciety—P. F., Brakeley. 

Permanent Members—O. H. Taylor, S. 
W. Builer,.Quinton Gibbon. 


DELAWARE, 

Delaware State Medical Society—Robert 

H. Clark, Henry F. Askew, John Merritt, 
Gove Saulsbury, R.-R. Porter. 
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New Castle County Medical Society— 
James Couper, J. W. Thompson, John P. 
Wales. 

Wilmington Medical Association—Wm. 
R. Bullock, James F. Wilson. 

Kent County Medical Society — Isaac 
Jump, Waitman Jones, James R. Mitchell. 

Permanent Member—L. P. Bush. 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore Infirmary—Richard H. Tho- 
mas. 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Mary- 
land — Peregrine Wroth, Joel Hopkins, 
Samuel P. Smith, A. M. White, Washing- 
ton Duvall, Charles Macegill, Christopher 
Johnston, Charles Frick, John K. Sapping- 
ton, J. Gilman, Samuel K. Handy, James 
Bordley, William B. Crane, F. E. B. Hintze, 
George W. Lawrence, Walter T. Belt, John 
F. Monmonier. 

Medical and Surgical Society of Balti- 
more—A. Snowden Piggott, William H. 
Baltzell, D. A. O‘Donnell. 

St. Mary’s County Medical Association 
—Thomas Matthews. 

University of Maryland—George M. 
Miltenberger. 

Talbot County Medical Society—Joseph 
E. M. Chamberlaine, Thomas. W. Martin, 
Edw. M. Hardcastle. 

Pathological Society of Baltimore—t’. 
Donaldson, William H. Davis, William 
Riley. 

Kent County Medical Society—Thomas 
C. Kennard. 

Permanent Member—John Hanson Bris- 
coe, 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


National Medical College—Lewis H. 
Steiner, Thomas Miller. 

Washington City Infirmary and Hospital 
—B. Johnson Hellen. 

Medical Society of District of Columbia— 
Grafton Tyler, Alex. J. Semmes, Jno. C. 
Riley, Harvey Lindsly, James C. Hall, C. 
Bayle, G. M. Dove, W. J. C. Duhamel. 

Georgetown Medical College and Medical 
Association of District of Columbia—James 
E. Morgan. ' 

VIRGINIA. 

Medical Society of Virginia—Peterfield 
Trent, J. Lewis Dorset, P. C. Gooch, J. 
Grattan Cabell, J. M. Hurt. , 

Medical College of Virginia—Charles 
Bell Gibson, B. R. Wellford, 
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Winchester Medical College—Alfred B. 
Tucker, Hugh H. McGuire. * 

Prince Edward County Medical Society 
—James Lyle, A. S. Dillon. 

Medical Department University of Vir- 
ginia—J. L. Cabell, B. W. Allen. 

Petersburg Medical Faculty—Joseph W. 
Smith, J. F. Peebles, Pitman C. Spencer. 

Member by Invitation—P. F. Browne. 

Permanent Member—William B. Coch- 
ran. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

North Carolina State Medical Society— 
O. F. Manson, N. J. Pittman, Charles F. 
Dewey, John R. Thompson. 

Edgecombe County Medical Society—B. 
W. Mabrey. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

South Carolina Medical Association—T. 
S. Robertson, J. F. M. Geddings, N. Hey- 
ward Gibbes, W. W. Mobley, R. F. Michel, 
John L. Dawson, Robert S. Bailey, C. Hap- 
poldt, Amory Coffin, William C. Horlbeck. 

Medical Society of South Carolina—P. C, 
Gaillard, Octavius White, 

Medical College of the State of South 
Carolina—Thomas G. Prioleau, Henry R. 
Frost. 

Columbia Medical Society—Samuel Fair. 

Charleston Medical Institute—F. M. 
Robertson. 

Permanent Member—R. A. Kinlock. 


GEORGIA. 

Savannah Medical College—Richard D. 
Arnold. 

ALABAMA, 

Alabama State Medical Association— 
William M. Boling, P. H. Cabell, A. 
Denny. 

Permanent Member—S. W. Clanton. 

TENNESSEE. 


Tennessee State Medical Society—Robert 
C. Foster. 

University of Nashville—J. Berrien 
Lindsley. 

Permanent Member—Frank A. Ramsey. 

KENTUCKY. 

Covington Medical Society—C. J. Black- 
burn. 

Louisville Marine Hospital—J. C. John- 
ston. 

University of Louisville—T. G. Richard- 
son. 





86 


Kentucky State Medical Society—David 
D. Thomeot, J. Taylor Bradford. 
Kentucky School of Medicine—Joshua B. 
Flint, A. B. Cook. 
Permanent Member—Walter A. Nor- 
wood. 
OHIO. 


Ohio State Medical Society—Levi D. 
Sheets, Isaac C. Williams, R. Hills, 
B. Leonard, J. F. Potter, Ephraim Gaston, 
R. R. McMeens, T. H. Baker, J. D. Cot- 
ton, Abel Carey, A. Dunlap, John G. F. 
Holston. 

Miami Medical College—R. D. Mussey, 
C. G. Comegys. 

Erie County Medical Association—Daniel 
Tilden. 

Clinton County Medical Society—T. W. 
McArther. 

Medico-Chirurgical Society of Cincinnati 
—Alex. M. Johnston, Wm. Clendenin. 

Wayne County Medical Society—Wm. 
8. Battles. 

Commercial Hospital of Cincinnati—As- 
bury Evans. 

Medical College of Ohio—Thomas Wood. 

Starling Medical College—S. M. Smith, 
John Dawson. 


Cincinnati Medical Soiety—J.P. Walker, 
O. D. Norton. 
Members by Invitation—Caleb Jones, A. 
M. Reed. 

Permanent Member—Thomas W. Gor- 
don. 


INDIANA. 

Union Medical Society, Northern Indiana 
—M. M. Latta 

Indiana State’ Medical Society—Joel 
Pennington, Thomas W. Florer, Edward 
Morphy. 

Kosciusko County Medical Society—Wil- 
liam E. Sarber. 


ILLINOIS. 


Rush Medical College—N. S. Davis, J. 
V. Z. Blaney 

Cooke County Medicat Society—J. W. 
Freer. 

La Salle County Medical Society—Jo- 
seph Stout. 

Illinois State Medical Society—Daniel 
Brainerd, A. H. Luce, 8. W. Noble, Ru- 
dolphus Rouse. 

Permanent Member—William Robinson. 


MISSOURI. 


St. Louis Medical College—Charles A. 
Pope. 
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St. Louis Medical Society—L. P. Perry, 
T. E. Massie, E. S. Lemoine, E. F. Smith. 
I0WA. 

Medical Department Iowa University— 
J, E. Sanborn. 
WISCONSIN. 
Wisconsin State Medical Society—Clark 


B.}G. Pease, Alfred L. Castleman, J. J. 


Brown. 
Milwaukie Medical Association—John B. 
Dousman. 
Milwaukie Medical Society—J. K. Bart- 
lett. 
MICHIGAN, 


Michigan State Medical Society—N. D. 
Stebbins, H. Taylor, J. H. Beech, Samuel 
M. Axford, Aaron L. Leland. 

Detroit Medical Society—Wm. Brodie, 
Zina Pitcher. 

University of Michigan—A. B. Palmer. 

Permanent Member—Isaac Paddack. 


UNITED STATES NAVY. 


T. Dillard, James M. Greene, Samuel 
Barrington, G. R. B. Horner. 


PARISIAN MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Walter F. Atlee. 


On motion of Dr. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, 
the President, Dr. C. A. Pope, was now re- 
quested to deliver the annual address. 


Dr. Pore’s AppREss. 


GentTLemEN: With feelings of grateful 
pleasure, I meet you, and greet you, on this 
occasion. 

For high and useful purposes have we as- 
sembled from the wide extent of our beloved 
country. The elevation of a noble profes- 
sion—the promotion of science—the good 
of humanity—these have been, are, and will 
continue to be, the objects of our Associa- 
tion. Whether we have, thus far, done 
much or little, our sole aim has been the 
advancement of the best interests of our 
fellow-men. 1 shall notassert that we have 
done as much as we might have done, or 
that the course hitherto pursued by us is 20 
perfect as to admit of no improvement. 
Were such the fact, and were the Associa- 
tion a firmly established institution, I might 
have experienced more hesitation in the 
selection of a theme for the present occa- 
sion. And since we cannot, as yet, I think, 
urge such a claim, the few suggestions which 
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I shall offer, are made with becoming diffi- 
dence, but at the same time with a deep 
sense of their importance to the welfare and 
perpetuity of our Association. 

Some strictures on our proceedings, in 
medical and other journals, have appeared 
within the last year, as well as in previous 
years. I shall not here blame the authors of 
them. They are, doubtless, as proud of our 
noble profession as we, and equally with us, 
anxious for the advancement of its interests 
and its honor. I thank them for their sug- 
gestions. All of us are ready to hear them 
and to profit by them. If any more actual 
mode of arriving at truth can be devised 
than that which we have heretofore pursued, 
all of us are ready to follow it, and would 
rather. thank than quarrel with those who 
may propose it. 

Physicians have an almost superhuman 
mission to fulfil. The goal of their ambi- 
tion, and their hopes, and their duty, stands 
at the ultima thule of human capacity—nay, 
rather beyond it. It cannot, indeed, be said 
that their duties are beyond their powers, 
but their ambition, their hopes, their wishes, 
certainly are. They would gladly know, 
not only all the secrets of organization, but 
those also of physiology, pathology, and 
therapeutics. To arrive at such knowledge 
is, perhaps, beyond the attainment of the 
human mind. Multiform are the elements 
which enter into the problem of health and 
disease. Health, is, itself, aconstant change 
of composition—diseases are ever-varying 
changes, supervening on this. 

Do we not know, with all our advance- 
ment, and after all the toil of our predeces- 
sors for two thousand years, the exact 
changes in which any disease, the fevers for 
instance, consists? And even when we shall 
have learned these, so as to understand them 
as well as the most ordinary chemical 
changes, the ever varying character of most 
diseases, and the inward disturbing influ- 
ences upon them, of the mental and moral 
emotions, would require to follow them, a 
continued stretch and power of intellect, of 
which it is doubtful if man be capable. This 
exactness of knowledge is not, I grant, ne- 
cessary to the very successful practice of 
medicine. Our profession can render great 
and important services to man without it, 
but with it, it would be still more service- 
able. To it our ambition tends. To this 
perfect knowledge we aspire. Although we 
may never reach, we can yet eternally ap- 
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proach it. In the vast region of our re- 
searches, there is no probability that human 
genius will ever, Alexander-like, weep for 
the want of unconquered provinces. Be- 
yond the conquests of the future heroes of 
the profession, there will always be a bound- 
less field for the ambitious and philanthropic 
explorer. In the language of a Western 
student, ‘‘ the science of Medicine, like the 
liver of Prometheus, is sufficient to glut the 
eagles of all time.” 

The object of this Association is to do 
something to advance the profession towards 
the far distant goal of perfection—to aid the 
solution of some of the problems and enig- 
mas of life and organization—to add some 
material to the growing temple, whose foun- 
dations were so firmly laid by the Coan 
sage—and to do its part, as best it may, in 
the cause of humanity. Nor do I think, 
that so far, it has altogether failed. Many 
valuable contributions to science have been 

licited—profe 1 ambition has been 
stimulated—an esprit-de-corps has been suc- 
cessfully evoked and established. The 
strength of the profession has acquired ad- 
ditional power by the union of its members. 
This association has been to physicians, 
what the raiiroad and electric wires are to 
commerce, and the interchange of useful 
knowledge to states and nations. It has 
made us one, and, as I have just remarked, 
in unity there is power. This association 
has stimulated thought. Chaotié and void 
would forever remain the masses of facts 
accumulated by the observation of ages, 
but for the co-ordinating and logical power 
of reason. It sits in judgment on the silent 
phenomena, as a “‘ refiner of fire, and a pu- 
rifier of silver.’’ It forces the voiceless 
facts to mount the tripod of the oracle, and 
speak forth words of wisdom. The scal- 
pel, the crucible, the microscope, may be 
subsidiary to its purposes and ends, but 
they cannot supply its place. Fixed and 
patient thought, in medicine, as in the other 
departments of science, is the Aladdin’s 
lamp that lights the footsteps of the disco- 
verer. To stimulate attention and thought, 
is to accelerate many a new discovery—to 
hasten the advent and establishment of im- 
portant principles yet in the womb of the 
future. May not our Association do this 
more effectually than it has hitherto done ? 

Let all the contributions be read and at- 
tentively considered. Such a course would 
certainly be more encouraging, as well as 
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more respectful, to their authors. Let the 
reports be deliberately and fully discussed, 
and let them go forth to the world with the 
sanction or the criticisms of the Association. 
This would require time, it is true, but if 
we have time to meet at all, surely a few 
days would make but little difference. The 
good that would be effected would yield a 
tenfold compensation for the time em- 
ployed. Every one must admit that three 
or four days is too short a time for the As- 
sociation rightly to fulfil its annual mission. 

I would, moreover, respectfully suggest 
that time be taken for the discussion of some 
of the leading topics of medical philosophy. 
Amongst these, may be mentioned the na- 
ture, causes, and treatment of cholera, yel- 
low fever, et cetera—Hygiene, and the laws 
of health affecting masses of men—Quaran- 
tine—the causes of mortality among chil- 
dren—the chemical and vital doctrines of 
life. Questions like these, indicated a year 
in advance for discussion, would excite a 
carefulness of investigation, and a degree of 
attention and thought which could not fail 
to clear away much of the darkness and 
doubt in which they are yet shrouded. No- 
thing so sharpens the intellectual powers as 
public debate. It fixes attention, and strains 
to the utmost every faculty. I have no 
hesitation in saying that facts enough have 
been accumulated to establish great and 
general principles, of which the medical 
world is yetin ignorance or doubt. Nothing 
would contribute more to demonstrate these 
principles than the collision of natural intel- 
lects in public debate. What a mass of 
facts, and argument, and demonstration 
would be brought to bear on any of the 
subjects alluded to, if some of the best 
minds in the profession were to debate 
them, after a year’s preparation! Observed 
facts are the crude materials of science—the 
intellect is the master builder of its august 
temple. 

I make these suggestions for your con- 
sideration. All the scientific meetings in 
this country and in Europe, employ more 
time than ours has hitherto employed. Evi- 
dently we must protract our sessions, if we 
would render them serviceable to science as 
they may be. No member of the Associa- 
tion will be required to remain longer than 
suits his wishes or convenience. Some 
fifty or sixty, more or less, would always 
be found to listen with eagerness to scien- 
tific papers, and engage with pleasure in 
scientific discussion. 
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The time has probably arrived, for a 
change in our plan of organization, which 
will admit of the selection of a permanent 
place for the future meetings of the A'ssocia- 
tion. There are evident advantages inci- 
dent to both the migratory and stationary 
plans. These might, perhaps, be easily re- 
conciled and secured. A proposition, if I 
mistake not, was made some years ago, by 
the Smithsonian Institution, and I would 
respectfully suggest, whether it would not 
be in accordance with the best interests of 
the Association, to hold biennial meetings 
in Washington, and the alternate one, as 
now, at different points of our common 
country. We might thus secure all the ad- 
vantages of a fixed abode, in the way of 
preserving the archives, making collections, 
etc., whilst by meeting in various localities, 
we could not fail to excite that wide-spread 
interest among the profession, and obtain 
such accessions of new members as would 
greatly enhance the high and useful objects 
of our Association. Should this proposal 
meet with your approbation, I would further 
intimate that policy would perhaps require 
the meetings of the Association at the Na- 
tional Capital, to be held in the years of the 
short sessions of Congress. 

I shall say but little of the legislative du- 
ties of the Association. I shall say nothing 
of the propriety or impropriety of getting 
laws passed to regulate the practice of Me- 
dicine, and furnish standards for candidates 
for the Doctorate. Perhaps the Association 
can do but little in this respect. Ours is a 
popular government, and the people are dis- 
posed to allow the largest freedom in every- 
thing pertaining to Medicine, Medical 
Schools, and Physicians. Laws passed 
against quackery one year, are revoked the 
next. Our country is the paradise of quacks. 
All good things have their attendant evils, 
and this unbridled liberty is one of the evils 
of a popular government. May we not 
hope, however, that even this evil may dis- 
appear, as general education and the culti- 
vation of the masses advance? At any rate 
the people are not yet disposed to put down 
the quacks, nor to require too high a degree 
of qualification for those of the regular pro- 
fession. After all, laws can make only 
mediocre physicians. They can require 
the candidates to know only so much—to 
be qualified to a certain degree ; and this de- 
gree will always be far lower than that to 
which the true lovers of knowledge would 
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attain, without any legislation on the sub- 
ject. The greater lights of the profession 
cannot be manufactured afier any process of ? 
legislative enactment. Thirst of know- 
ledge, self-iove, philanthropy, burning am- 
bition—these make the great physician and 
surgeon. These have made all the worthies 
of the past—not legislation. Legislation 
cannot drive the drone to the proud heights 
of professional eminence. When these 
heights are reached, it will be seen that the 
successful aspirant has been stimulated by 
a stronger power. 

To him, the laurel blossoms of renown 
and the life-giving mission of his art are 
dearer and more attractive than was the 
mystic bough of the sibyl to the eager 
Eneas ; or than the golden apples, guarded 
by sleepless dragons, to the Hesperian 
daughters. 

Whatever course you may think proper 
to pursue, I am sure that your objects will 
be, the advancement of science—the good 
of mankind—the honour and glory of the 
profession. We have the dignity and cha- 
racter of a noble calling to sustain—of a 
profession which has numbered, for two 
thousand years and more, some of the 
wisest and best men in all countries and all 
times. It is no trivial matter, to sustain the 
rank and respectability of a vocation which 
can boast of a Hippocrates—a Harvey—a 
Hunter—of the most erudite and beneficent 
of sages and philanthropists the world ever 
saw—of a profession which has furnished 
to every nation its clarum et venerabile no- 
men. 

On the eve of the battle of the pyramids, 
Napoleon exclaimed: Soldiers! from the 
height of yon monuments, forty centuries 
look down upon you. Gentlemen, from the 
heights of past ages, countless worthies of 
our God-like profession point and beckon 
to a goal more elevated than that which 
attracts legislators and conquerors, Solons 
and Cesars. © 


On motion of Dr. J. B. Biddle, of Penn- 
sylvania, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation be tendered to the President for his 
able and interesting address, and that he be 
requested to furnish a copy of it to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, etated that 
the Committee of Arrangements had pro- 
posed certain plans which would require 
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the sanction of the Association for their 
accomplishment, and with this view he 
would offer a resolution that the Association 
hold one session daily, commencing at 9 
o’clock A. M., and terminating at 3 o’clock 
P. M., with a recess during the hour of 
from 1 to 2 P.M. The resolution was 
adopted. 

Dr. Hays then stated it was proposed by 
the Committee of Arrangements that the 
members of the Association should visit 
this afternoon the Pennsylvania Hospital 
for the Insane; on Wednesday afternoon, 
Girard College and Fairmount; on Thurs- 
day afternoon, Philadelphia Hospital, Block- 
ley; on Friday afternoon, the Asylum for 
the Blind ; and that arrangements had been 
made for conveying the membera to those 
institutions. 

Dr. Hays further stated that the Mayor 
of the City invited the Association to a re- 
ception at Independence Hall, at noon on 
Wednesday ; and that invitations had been 
extended to the members to visit, at their 
convenience, the principal Public Institu- 
tions of the city, to all of which the cards 
of membership of the Association would 
secure admission. 

That the members were invited, on Tues- 
day evening, to the houses of Drs. H. L. 
Hodge, G. W. Norris, and F. Bache; on 
Wednesday evening to the houses of Drs. 
G. B. Wood, A. Stillé, and J. R. Paul; on 
Thursday evening to the houses of Dr. S, 
Jackson, Mr. Isaac Lea, Drs. J. Pancoast, 
and H. Hartshorne, 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Biddle, of Penn- 
sylvania, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of one mem- 
ber from each State represented be chosen 
by the respective delegations of each State, 
to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

On motion, a recess of five minutes was 
taken to enable the delegations to carry out 
the object of the above resolution. 

At the termination of the recess the Asso- 
ciation was called to order, when each of the 
delegations reported their representative on 
the Nominating Committee, as follows :— 

Maine—A. J. Fuller. 

New Hampshire—Silas Cummings. 

Vermont—G. T. Elliott. 

Massachusetts—C. P. Fiske. 

Rhode Island—Jos, Mauran, 

Connecticut—P. A. Jewett. 

New York—John McCall. 

Pennsylvania—J; B. Biddle. 
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New Jersey—Lewis Condict. 
Delaware—James W. Thompson 
Maryland—Charles McGiil. 

District of Columbia—Thomas Miller. 

Virginia—B. R. Wellford. 

North Carolina—O. F. Manson. 

South Carolina—P. C. Gaillard. 

Georgia—Richard D. Arnold. 

Alabama—P. H. Cabell. 

Tennessee—J. Berrien Lindsley. 

Kentucky—C. J. Blackburn. 

Ohio—R. Hills. 

Indiana—Joel Pennington. 

Illinois—J. V. Z. Blaney. 

Michigan—A. B. Palmer. 

Missouri—t. P. Perry. 

Jowa—J. E. Sanborn. 

Wisconsin—J. B. Dousman. 

U. S. Navy—Thos. Dillard. 

Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved, That all permanent members 
who, in consequence of not having received 
in due time notification of their indebted- 
ness have had their names stricken from the 
roll, but who have since paid, or may here- 
after pay their assessment, shall have their 
names restored to the list of permanent 
members. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, offered the 
following as an amendment :— 

Resolved, That no permanent member of 
this Association shall be deprived of his 
privileges as a permanent member on ac- 
count of failing to contribute to the funds 
at any meeting at which he is not in attend- 
ance, 

After some debate, on motion of Dr. 
White, of New York, the above resolu- 
tions were referred to a committee of three, 
with instructions to report what action, if 
any, is expedient in the premises. 

The chair appointed Dr. White, of New 
York, Dr. Watson, of New York, and Dr. 
Condie, of Philadelphia, this committee. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart, of New York, offered 
the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That the Nominating Commit- 
tee be instructed to present three names to 
the Association as candidates for the office 
of President, that the election of President 
shall be by ballot, and that the candidate 
who shal] have the smallest number of 
votes, shall be withdrawn afier the first 
ballot ;—which, on motion of Dr. ‘Boyle, 
of D. C., was laid on the table. 

On motionof Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, 
it was 
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Resolved, That the Nominating Com- 
mittee be instructed to recommend the 
place for the next annual meeting of the 
Association. 

Invitations to the Association were ex- 
tended respectively by Dr. Pitcher, of 
Michigan, on behalf of the medical profes- 
sion of Detroit; by Dr. Foster, of Ten- 
nessee, on behalf of the profession of Nash- 
ville ; and Dr. Brainard, of Illinois, on behalf 
of the profession of Chicago, to hold its 
next session in the above-named cities. 
These invitations were, on motion, referred 
to the Committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Frank A. Ramsey, of 
Tennessee, it was 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Address, as refers to the subject of the place 
and mode of meeting of the Association be 
referred to the Nominating Committee. 

Dr. D. D. Thomson, of Kentucky, moved 
that the regular order of business be sus- 
pended, in order to take up the amend- 
ments to the Constitution offered at the last 
annual meeting. 

Several members objected, and the motion 
was lost. 

The President stated that the next busi- 
ness in order was the reception of ‘‘ mem- 
bers by invitation,’’ when, 

On motion of Dr. Condie, the names of 
all “‘ members by invitation’’ were referred 
to the Committee of Arrangement. 

The President announced that the next 
business in order was the reports of the dif- 
ferent committees appointed at the last an- 
nual meeting. 

Dr. La Roche, on behalf of the Committee 
on Prize Essays, reported that the commit- 
tee had received six essays in competition 
for the prize offered by the Association. 
That, although these essays evinced much 
ability and extensive learning, but one was 
decided to possess those qualities which de- 
served the award of the prize. The essay 
was entitled ‘Statistics of Placenta Pre- 
via.”” The accompanying envelope was 
opened, and the name of the author was an- 
nounced as Dr. James D. Trask, of White 
Plains, New York. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was 

Resolved, That the essay be referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

The following committees were called 
upon, but no reports were received :— 

1. Dr. Worthington Hooker, of New 
Haven, on the Epidemics of New England 
and New York. 
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2. Dr, John L. Atlee, of Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, on the Epidemics of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 

3, Dr. W. D. Haskins, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, on the Epidemics of Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

4. Dr. D. J. Cain, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, on the Epidemics of South Caro- 
lina, Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. 

5. Dr. W. L. Sutton, of Georgetown, 
Kentucky, on the Epidemics of Tennessee 
and Kentucky. 

6. The Committee on the Prevailing Dis- 
eases of Missouri, Illinois, Wisconsin, and 
Iowa, Dr. Reyburn, chairman, presented 
their report with an abstract of the same, 
which last was read; and the former was, 
on motion, referred to the Committee on 
Publication. : 

The regular order of business was here 
interrupted, by permission, in order to re- 
ceive the report of a special committee, 
’ when Dr. White, on behalf of the com- 
mittee to which was referred certain resolu- 
tions in regard to the duties and privileges 
of permanent members, reported the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were adopted :— 

Resolved, That no permanent member, 
who is not present at a meeting of the 
Association, shall be required to pay the 
annual assessment; but no such permanent 
member shall be entitled to receive a copy 
of the printed Transactions unless he pay 
into the treasury a sum. not less than the 
annual assessment paid by the delegates and 
permanent members in attendance ; and that 
all the names of permanent members that 
have been left off the published list, be re- 
inserted therein in the next volume of 
Transactions. 

Resolved, That no assessment whatever 
shall be made against members by invita- 
tion, but that they also be entitled to a copy 
of the printed Transactions by paying the 
sum assessed upon delegates in attendance. 

The regular order of business was now 
resumed, which was the report of Standing 
Committees. 

The following committees were in suc- 
cession called, but no reports were re- 
ceived :— 

7. Dr. George Mendenhall, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on the Epidemics of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Michigan. 

8. Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on the Epidemics of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas. 
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9. Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on the Mutual Relations of Yel- 
low and Bilious Remittent Fever. 

10. Dr. D. F. Condie, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on the Causes of Tuberculous 
Disease. — 

11. Dr. Joseph Leidy, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on Diseases of Parasitic 
Origin. 

12. Dr. A. P. Merrill, of Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, on the Physiological Peculiarities 
and Diseases of Negroes. 

13. Dr. Joseph N. McDowell, of St. 
Louis, Missouri, on Statistics of the Opera- 
tion for the Removal of Stone in the Blad- 
der. 

14. Dr. F. Peyre Porcher, of Charleston, 
South Carolina, on the Toxicological and 
Medicinal Properties of our Cryptogamic 
Plants. 

15. Dr. Daniel Brainard, of Chicago, IIli- 
nois, on the Constitutional and Local Treat- 
ment of Carcinoma. 

16. Dr. George Engleman, of St. Louis, 
Missouri, on the Influence of Geological 
Formation on the Character of Disease. 

17. Dr. Henry Taylor, of Mount Clemens, 
Michigan, on Dysentery. 

18. Dr. Horace Green, of New York, on 
the Use and Effect of Applications of Nitrate 
of Silver to the Throat, either in Local or 
General Disease. 

19. Dr. P. Claiborne Gooeh, of Rich- 
mond, Virginia, on the Administration of 
Anesthetic Agents during Parturition. 

20. Dr. Charles Hooker, of New Haven, 
Connecticut, on the Diet of the Sick. 

This report was read and referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

21. Dr. E. R. Dabney, of Clarkesville, 
Tennessee, on. Certain Forms of Eruptive 
Fevers prevalent in Middle Tennessee. 

Dy. Sanford B. Hunt, of Buffalo, New 
York, from the Committee on the Hygro- 
metrical State of the Atmosphere in various 
localities, and its influenee on health, sub- 
mitted a report, pending the reading of 
which 

Dr. White, of New York, moved that this 
report, with the other reports of the Special 
Committees, be referred to the Committee 
on Publieation, with the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation to their authors. 

Objections were urged against this course, 
and the motion was laid on the table by a 
very large vote. 

Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, on behalf of 
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the Committee of Arrangements announced 
that omnibuses would be in waiting at 4} 
P. M. to convey delegates, and the ladies of 
their party, to visit the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital for the Insane, and reminded the mem- 
bers of the Association, that they were in- 
vited in the evening to the houses of Drs. 
H. L. Hodge, G. W. Norris, and F. Bache. 

The hour for terminating the session 
having then arrived, the Association ad- 
journed. 


Wednesday, May 2, 


The Association met at 9 o’clock, Dr. 
Pope, of Missouri, in the chair. 

The minutes of yesterday’s meeting were 
read and approved. 

On motion of Dr. Condie, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of this 
Association be requested to afford every 
facility possible to the reporters of the pub- 
lic press, to ‘enable them to furnish full and 
accurate reports of the transactions. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, announced, 
on behalf of a committee of which he was 
the chairman, the completion of the stone 
ordered to be prepared as a contribution, ‘on 
behalf of the Association, to the Washing- 
ton monument. 

Dr. A. stated, that at a meeting of the 
Association held in Richmond, Virginia, it 
was ordered that astone should be prepared 
for the monument. Dr. Pearson, of Salem, 
Mass., advised that the representation of 
Hippocrates refusing the bribe of the King 
of Persia, should be placed on the stone, 
but before he-could consummate the plan 
the fearful accident happened at Norwalk, 
which swept him from their midst. It is 
said that Hippocrates, upon being sent for by 
Artaxerxes, King of Persia, to be the Court 
Physician, returned as an answer, ‘tell 
your master I am rich enough; honour will 
not permit me to succor the enemies of 
Greece.”’ 

The sculpture was executed by a young 
man named John Augustus Beck, only 
twenty-two years of age. Eminent artists 
had expressed great admiration at the man- 
ner in which the sculpture was executed. 
Mr. Beck had been encouraged to go to 
jtaly for study, and it is probable that he 
will rank among the first sculptors of the 


e. 
Dr. Atlee then appealed to the members 

to come forward and make up a handsome 

compensation for the young artist. 
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On motion of Dr. Saunders, of New York, 
it was 

Resolved, That no member should speak 
unless his name and residence were first 
announced. 

Dr. Hays then read the list of members 
and delegates, whose names had been re- 
gistered since the calling of the roll on the 
previous day. The additional names make 
the total number present at this time, 473. 

Dr. .J. B. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, 
chairman of the committee of one from each 
State to nominate officers for the present 
year, reported the following a8 the unani- 
mous nomination of the committee :— 

President—Gro..B. Woop, M.D., of 
Pennsylvania. 

Vice-Presidents—-Wm. M. Bourne, of 
Alabama; Daniet Tiupen, of Ohio; D. 
Hompureys Storer, of Massachusetts ; 
Grarron Ty er, of the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Secretaries—Francis West, of Pennsyl 
vania; R. C. Foster, of Tennessee. 

Treasurer—Caspar Wister, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Committee on Publications—F rancis G. 
Smurra, of Pennsylvania, Chairman; Fran- 
cis West, of do.; Samuen. L. Hoxuiines- 
WORTH, of do.; H. F. Askew, of Delaware ; 
Samvet Lewis, of Dennsylvania. 

The committee also recommended, but 
not unanimously, Nashville, Tennessee, as 
the next place of holding the annual meet- 
ing. 

On motion of Dr. Post, of New York, it 
was 

Resloved, That the question of the con- 
firmation of the officers, and of the place of 
meeting, be taken separately. 

So much of the report as related to the 
nomination of officers, was then, on motion 
of Dr. Rogers, of Pennsylvania, adopted. 

On motion of Dr. White, of New York, 
it was ‘ 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to inform the President and Vice- 
presidents elect, of the choice of the Asso- 
ciation, and to conduct them to their respec- 
tive seats, 

The chair appointed Drs. J. M. Smith, of 
New York; Blackburn, of Kentucky ; 
Homans, of Massachusetts; Rouse, of IIli- 
nois; and Frost, of South Carolina. The 
officers were then conducted to their seats 
by the committee. 

The President, on taking his seat, ex- 
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pressed his thanks to the Association ina 
neat and appropriate address for the honor 
conferred upon him. 

On motion of Dr. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, 
the thanks of the Association were tendered 
to the retiring President, Dr. Charles A. 
Pope, and to Drs. Davis, Wragg, Green, 
and Fenner, late Vice-Presidents of the 
Association, to Dr. E. 8. Lemoine, the re- 
tiring Secretary, and to Dr. Isaac Wood, of 
New York, the retiring Treasurer, for their 
able and faithful discharge of their respect- 
ive duties. 

Dr. Post, of New York, moved that the 
next place of meeting be the City of Wash- 
ington. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, moved, as an 
amendment, to substitute the City of De- 
troit for Washington. 

Dr. L. A. Smith, of New Jersey, moved, 
as a further amendment, the substitution of 
Nashville for Detroit. 

After some discussion, Detroit was se- 
lected as the place for the next meeting. 

’ Dr. Foster, one of the newly elected Se- 
cretaries, then tendered his resignation, 
which was, on motion, accepted ; and 

Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, was chosen to 
fill the vacancy. 

Dr. C. Jones, of Ohio, was made a mem- 
ber by invitation. . 

The Association now proceeded to the 
regular order of business, which was the 
reception of the reports of committees, and 
the calling of the list was proceeded with. 

22. Dr. Sanford B. Hunt. of Buffalo, New 
York, on the Hygrometrical State of the 
Atmosphere, in various Localities, and its 
Influence on health. 

An abstract of this-report was read by its 
author, and, on motion, the report was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publication. 

23. Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, of Buffalo, 
New York, on the Frequency of Deformi- 
ties in Fractures. 

The author read an abstract of this report, 
and made some remarks on the objects aimed 
at in his investigations. 

On motion, the report was referred to the 
Committee on Pablication. 

On motion of Dr. Hintze, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of one from 
each State be appointed by the chair to use 
their influence with the railroad and steam- 
boat companies, in their respective States, 
to issue commutationtickets to the delegates 


Sto the American Medical Association, and 
their immediate families, who may design 
attending the meeting of the Association in 


May, 1856. 


mittee :-— 


Maine, 
New Hampshire, “‘ 
Vermont, ¢ 
Massachusetts, ‘ 
Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 

New York, 
Pennsylvania 
New Jersey 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Dis. of Columbia, 
Virginia, Li 
North Carolina, “ 


Dr. 


The following were appointed the com- 


E. R. Peaslee. 

Josiah Crosby. 

J. Perkins. 

J. Homans. 

Joseph Mauran. 

P. A. Jewett, Chair'n. 
James P. White. 
Francis West. 
Lyndon A. Smith. 
James W. Thompson. 
F. E. B. Hintzé, See. 
Grafton Tyler. 

B. R. Wellford. 

O. F. Manson. 


R. F. Michel. 
Richard D. Arnold. 
William M. Boling. 
J. B. Lindsley. 

C. J. Blackburn. 
Daniel Tilden. 
Rudolphus Rouse. 
Charles A, Pope. 
J. E. Sanborn. 

J. R. Bartlett. 
Zina Pitcher, 


South Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Alabama, 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Ohio, 
Illinois, 
Missouri, 
Towa, 
Wisconsin, 
Michigan, 


An invitation from Professor Hart, to visit 
the High School, was read, and, on motion, 
the thanks of the Association was returned 
to him; and 12 M..on Thursday was fixed 
for the visit. 

The hour of 12 M. having now arrived a 
recess of one hour was taken, and the As- 
sociation proceeded to the reception by the 
Mayor at Independence Hall. 

The members of the Association formed 
in procession and proceeded from the hall 
of meeting, through Washington and Inde- 
pendence Squares, to Independence Hall. 
A number of ladies were already present, 
and the Hall was soon crowded to its ut- 
most extent. 

Dr. Isaac Hays, of Philadelphia, in be- 
half of the Committee of Arrangement, in- 
troduced the members of the Association, 
in the following words :— 

Mr. Mayor: I have the gratification of 
introducing to your Honor the Members of 
the American Medical Association—our 





National Medical Congress. This Aesocia- 
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tion was organized, in our city, eight years 
ago, and has met annually since in one of 
the principal cities of the Union. It is com- 
posed of delegates from the Medical Socie- 
ties and Colleges, Hospitals, and other 
Medical Institutions throughout our coun- 
try. It was instituted with no selfish views, 
but to accomplish objects of the greatest 
importance to the public at large; to im- 
prove the healing art, and increase its powers 
for alleviating human suffering. It strives 
to attain these ends by securing more com- 
plete and thorough courses of instruction to 
students, and by raising the standard of re- 
quirements of those admitted into the ranks 
of the profession ;—by investigating the 
causes of the diseases which prevail in cer- 
tain localities, and by seeking the way by 
which these causes may be removed, or 
their effects counteracted ;—by collecting 
reliable histories of the different epidemics 
which, from time to time, spread over our 
country, and by endeavouring to discover 
the means of arresting their progress ;—by 
offering prizes for the most useful discove- 
ries and improvements in medicine ; and by 
promoting every measure tending to enlarge 
the boundaries of our science or increase 
the efficiency and augment the usefulnesss 
of our art. 

In pursuance of these objects, the Associa- 
tion has assembled this year in our city, and 
we feel deeply grateful to you for your 
courtesy in inviting us to visit this place, so 
venerated by every American heart. 

The philanthropy of our profession is not 
restricted to the cure of disease—it has a 
’ larger range ; it embraces within its scope 
whatever tends to the improvement of our 
mental or moral condition, or even to con- 
fer ‘the greatest good upon the greatest 
number.’ Hence the profession have never 
been indifferent to National objects; on the 
contrary, they flatter themselves that they 
have not been behind any other class of the 
community in patriotism, but that they have 
been always prompt to serve their country, 
not only in their professional capacity, but 
also by their counsel in the Cabinet, and 
even by taking up arms for her defence in 
the field. 

I need not remind your Honor that the 
most illustrious physician of hie day, in this 
country, the late Dr. Rush, was a member 
of the Congress of °76, and affixed his name 
to the Declaration of Independence ; or that 
General Joseph Warren, one of the most 
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eminent phys’cians of Boston, contributed 
by his eloquence to rouse his townsmen to 
resist the oppressive acts of the mother 
country, and shed his life’s blood on Bunker 
Hill in. defence of liberty—or that his 
younger brother, Dr. John Warren, animat- 
ed by the same spirit, volunteered as a pri- 
vate soldier; nor need I refer you to other 
examples of a similar character. But I 
may assure you that the spirit which ani- 
mated. our ancestors, if it appear dormant, 
is not extinct in our bosoms, and that while 
standing on this spot—sacred to Human 
Liberty—we experience emotions similar 
to those which the inspired Lawgiver must 
have felt when he heard the voice calling to 
him out of the midst of the burning bush : 
‘* Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standestis holy ground.’’ 


REPLY OF MAYOR CONRAD. 


Mr. CHarnman oF THE CoMMITTEE OF 
ARRANGEMENTS: I thank you, in the name of 
the community I have the honor to repre- 
sent, for your eloquent introduction of our 
friends to the authorities of the city, and to 
this the Hall of Independence. 

GENTLEMEN OF THE AmeRIcAN MepicaL 
Association: I am proud of the privilege 
of extending to you, in the name of the 
government and of the people of Philadel- 
phia, a most cordial welcome. 

I bid you welcome to our city—a city 
which, deriving a cherished distinction from 
the profession which you adorn, is eager, 
now and ever, to requite it, in her tribute of 
respect for its professors. I welcome you 
to our people, whose intercourse, for many 
a year, with you or your brethren, has in- 
spired a feeling which, reserved as we are 
sometimes said to be, will, I doubt not, 
burst into earnest and unambiguous expres- 
sion, before you leave us. 

I welcome you, gentlemen, to this Hall, 
but not as strangers or the sons of stran- 
gers—for it is your own. As the temple 
and territory of Delphos, in the wildest do- 
mestic perturbations of Greece, afforded 
one sacred area over which the cloud of dis- 
cord never gathered, one altar whose wor- 
ship was never invaded, this spot, conse- 
crated to our common American glory, 
knows no lines of latitude, and belongs, in 
truth, no more to us, whose peculiar privi- 
lege it is to inherit its guardianship, than to 
our brothers—to you. In coming hither, 
therefore, you come home. These precincts 
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have been hallowed, for all time, by the he- 
roic virtues of your and our fathers. This 
is the fountain from which the living 
waters of American liberty were first 
drawn, and it is therefore most sacred—(w 
to the generation in which it ceases to 
sacred !)—but, like the well of the Patri- 
arch, all the tribes of Liberty’s Israel own 
here an equal right, and owe here an equal 
homage. 

In no sense, then, can I greet you as 
stranges—for yours are names familiar to 
every American proud of the science of his 
country ; and those who are united, by this 
association, in a cause so lofty as that elo- 
quently characterized by your Chairman, 
may not only claim the universal and ac- 
knowledged privileges of the Republic of 
minds, but the rights of a nearer and a dearer 
charter, the Brotherhood of beneficence— 
the kindred claims of noble hearts, knit in 
the highest and holiest of human aspirations. 
In this spirit, with the most fervent and 
fraternal sen:iments of respect and regard, 
I greet and welcome you. 

You are right, Mr. Chairman, in claim- 
ing, amid the associations which hallow 
these precincts, a peculiar privilege for your 
profession—a profession which not only 
sprinkled, with the earliest sacrificial blood 
of the Revolution, the highest altar upon 
which Valour vowed and dedicated our 
country to freedom—I refer, as you have 
referred, to Dr. Warren and Bunker Hill— 
but which, in every struggle for the en- 
largement and enlightenment of human 
destinies, has been eminently distinguished 
for courage, zeal, and fidelity to the rights 
of man. You have, therefore, a peculiar 
right to claim kindred here, and have that 
claim allowed; and within these walls, 
which witnessed the zeal of Rush, it would 
be a treason to virtue to forget, that one of 
the lights of your profession shed glory 





upon the solemn debates of this hall, and 
was foremost amongst those that bade yon- 
der bell* (preserved and devoted to the 
veneration of posterity), with its iron tongue, 
to PRocLaAm LIBER1Y THROUGHOUT ALL 


© The Liberty Bell—This is the bell which was 
rejoicingly rung, from the steeple of the old State 
louse, when the Declaration of Independence was 
originally read, in July, 1776, to the thousands 
assembled in the State House yard, now Independ- 
ence Square. Upon this bell—cast long before the 





Revolution, and brought from England in the 
colony times—are the prophetic words of Scripture 
quoted—“ Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, > 
to all the inhabitants thereof.” t 


THE LAND, TO ALL THE INHABITANTS THERE- 
OF. 

It is the glorious peculiarity of your pro- 
fession that, while Ambition, in its ordinary 
and most applauded paths, plays the part of 
the Destroyer, and wins glory at the ex- 
pense of human life and happiness, you and 
yours, with a more exalted civilization, a 
nobler heroism, have ever sought to save. 
Next to the highest of all human: courage— 
if, indeed, it be merely human—that of the 
martyrs of religious Truth—the courage of 
the physician, whether on the battle-field or 
in the lazar-house, the courage of science 
and humanity, is most sublime, and best 
entitled to the clarum et venerabile nomen. 
The vulgar courage of the warrior, under 
the base stimulus of passion, or the low 
greed of applause, can hardly be compared 
to the noble intrepidity of the surgeon, who 
gleans, in the ruthless and red-handed 
reaper’s path, the leavings of the battle; 
and still less with the hero of the hospital, 
who encounters the grim antagonist in the 
horrid silence and gloom of the pestilence. 
Imagination can hardly embody an instance 
of human courage and virtue more sublime 
and unearthly than that of the physician, 
who, in the midnight of a plague-stricken 
city, thrids the fetid solitudes of its alleys, 
and, entering the devoted hovel of the 
wretched, ministers—while only Pestilence 
and Misery, Death and God look on—to the 
perishing. I need not step from this spot to 
grasp the hand of many a hero who claims 
no laurel—many a noble philanthropist 
whose sacred labors, in scenes like these, 
have been unmarked, save by the Eye that 
never slumbers, and remembered only by 
Him who alone can reward. 

To such a profession, one venerable from 
its antiquity, noble from the grandeur of its 
objects, illustrious from its achievements, 
and which demands every aid and energy of 
genius and science, of head and heart, that 
dignifies the race, it is not strange that, go 
where it may, a ready homage greets and a 
ready blessing attends it. In our own city, 
all that is noble in patriotism, all that is ex- 
alted in science, all that is bright and beauti- 
ful in the arts which refine society, all that 
is lovely and cherished and holy in private: 
life, combine to render the profession sacred 
and dear to us. 

There are few living to whom some ore 
death in the past is not the sole event and 
solitary memory of the survivor’s life—to 
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him a lonely pyramid in the melancholy de- 
sert; and tosuch a mind and memory, the 
debt of the death-bed, where science, ren- 
dered holy by its office, ministered, though 
never paid, is never repudiated. I never 
knew a good man, still less a good woman, 
who had not such a debt—a debt which 
bankrupt gratitude cherished with its holiest 
affections and. sanctified with its devoutest 
memories. 

In these times, when the omnipotence of 
associated effort is invoked for so much that 
is of dubious merit, it is a gratifying epecta- 
cle to behold the enlightened professors of 
the moat exalted of all arts—men sage and 
grave, unselfish and unaspiring—forsaking 
the homes to which they are bound by the 
affections and the afflictions of thousands, by 
wealth, and fame, and. influence, to wander, 
wearily, away upon a pilgrimage of hundreds 
of leagues, in the cause and interests of the 
human family, its security, health, and hap- 
piness. For more than ten years, the re- 
presentatives of your profession have thus 
gathered in Convention. What other body 
of our citizens have made a like effort—a 
like sacrifice ? Selected from the most emi- 
nent of the profession, the delegates have 
been men whose years, like their virtues, 
were many. How difficult must have been, 
to them, the effort to burst through the bonds 
of a relying and clinging practice! How 
great the labour and how heavy the sacrifice ! 
They have already visited, in this duty, the 
cities of every section of our wide country. 
How many have fallen by the wayside? 
How many martyrs could you not thus num- 
ber in this cause? How many of the good 
and great of the profession have, in these 
benevolent pilgrimages. joined the ranks of 
the thousands who have sacrificed them- 
selves, at the requisitions of duty, as recog- 
nized and enforced by your self-imposed 
laws—joining the dead in the effort to aid 
the living? The epitaph of the Spartans at 
Thermopyle might well commemorate the 
virtues and the fate of these martyrs. But 
if the cost has been great, the results have 
been commensurate, 

Of the professional advantages attained, 
though I know them to be invaluable, F will 
-not presume to speak; but I may be per- 
mitted to state, as health is the most import- 
ant subject of municipal provision and care, 
that the Transactions of the Association, 
which I have examined with great interest, 
comprise much that merits the attention, 





and will reward the respectful consideration, 
of the municipal governments of the Union, 

It is natural that Philadelphia should feel, 
as she.does feel, a profound interest in the 
cause of medical education in this country. 
She cannot, of course, forget that it was 
here that the first medical college was es- 
tablished in this country; that its merits 
and success extorted a reluctant transatlantic 
tribute of admiration; and that, progressing 
rapidly, but wisely, it achieved and main- 
tained an equality with the most celebrated 
institutions of the Old World. As the 
cause of medical education has expanded, 
and institutions worthy of the cause and the 
country have sprung up, each triumph, thus 
attained, has been regarded here as the suc, 
cessful outbursting of an offshoot from the 
primary effort; and Philadelphia, while re. 
joicing in the expansion .and elevation of 
medical. education throughout the Jand, has 
almost fancied—go earnest is her interest in 
medical education—that she had a right to 
indulge a parental pride in all that advances 
that interest. 

These genial feelings have been main- 
tained, in all their early and fervid freshness, 
by constant intercourse with all sections of 
our country. The ingenuous and gallant 
youths that have come hither for medical 
instruction have, in their unstudied inter- 
course, exhibited the character of their re- 
spective States ina light so generous and 
exalted as to win our affections, not only for 
themselves, but for the communities and 
States which could exult in them as their 
own. Winter after winter, we have had 
many hundreds of these noble young spirits 
among us, And let. meremark that, rigor- 
ous asI am said to be in the administration 
of the law, I have yet to know the first 
occasion to rebuke, much less to punish, a 
medical student. We have found them as 
gentle and decorous in their deportment, as 
they are exalted in their aspirations; and 
had Philadelphia—eminently catholic in he¥ 
affection for her sister communities—needed 
a lesson of love and loyalty, these high- 
hearted missionaries would have taught it, 
This interchange of sympathies has endured 
for the third ofa century—may it last for- 
ever! The youths—youths no longer—who 
formerly bore those sentiments to the re- 
mote sections of our republic, stand before 
me now as the revered sages and ornaments 
of their profession, meeting here the evi- 
dences of a reputation which had ‘preceded 
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them, and has long been cherished by us. 
And who can tell what have been the results 
of this ‘kindly interchange of kindly feelings? 
It has doubtless been felt in every commer- 
cial, social, and political relation of life, cor- 
recting the prejudices, harmonizing the dis- 
cords, and subduing the dangers of our 
common country. 

We realize these facts. We recognize, 
in the members of an enlightened profession 
like yours, so many patriots and philanthro- 
pists, engaged in the great and general in- 
terests of the human race ; and, apart from 
the mere scientific acquisitions of your an- 
nual meetings, we perceive in them results 
auspicious to all that we cherish, all that is 
kindly, forbearing, and conservative, be- 
tween man and man, party and party, State 
and State, section and section; and, so re- 
garding them, we hail and greet you with a 
welcome as sincere and cordial as the heart 
can conceive, or the tongue can utter. 


Wednesday, May 2—1 P. M. 


The Association reassembled at this hour, 
the President, Dr. Wood, in the chair. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Illinois, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Associa- 
tion be gratefully returned to the Mayor of 
the City of Philadelphia for the very cordial 
reception extended to it in Independence 
Hall, and also that a copy of his very elo- 
quent address, and that of the chairman of 
the Committee of Arrangements be re- 
quested, for publication in the Transactions 
of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Askew, of Delaware, the 
rules of order were suspended for the pur- 
pose of allowing Dr. J. W. Thompson, of 
Delaware, to offer the following preamble 
and resolutions :— 

Whereas, That as few subjects of greater 
interest and importance could be presented 
to the consideration of the American Medical 
Association, now representing most of the 
States and Territories of the Union, than 
the attainment of a correct Medical Topo- 
graphy of each, with a hiatory of its prevail- 
ing fevers and most successful treatment of 
the eame, therefore be it 

Resolved, That with this view and con- 
viction, this Association appoint a Special 
Committee for each State and Territory re- 
presented, of ——— members, whose duty it 
shall be to report upon its medical topogra- 
phy, epidemic fevers, and the most success- 
ful treatment thereof, and that the same shall 
continue to hold their office for three years. 
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Resolved, That as other States and Ter- 
ritories not now represented, become so by 
delegates duly appointed to this National 
Association ; that similar committees shall 
be appointed for like purpose, and that they 
also shall hold their office for three years. 

Resolved, That in the appointment of 
gentlemen of education and experience in the 
affairs of their own State, we have the best 
guarantee that the important objects we seek 
will be more satisfactorily accomplished, 
and the profession as well as the public in- 
terest will thereby be better served. 

Resolved, That the committees heretofore 
appointed by this Association, at its session 
in Charleston, for a similar object, be, and 
the same are hereby discharged. 

On motion of Dr. Askew, of Delaware, 
the foregoing preamble and resolutions were 
ordered to lie on the table and made the 
special order for to-morrow (Thursday) at 10 
o'clock. 

Invitations from the Board of Health to 
visit the Lazaretto Station, at Tinicum, and 
City Hospital on Coates Street, and from 
F. Langenheim to visit his Stereoscopic 
Diorama, which, on motion of Dr. Black- 
burn, of Kentucky, were accepted. 

Dr. Earle, of New York, presented the 
report of the Committee on Publication, 
which was accepted, and, on motion, the 
following preamble and resolution accom- 
panying it were adopted :— 

In view of the delay in publication, which 
is liable to be occasioned by the reference to 
the Committee on Publication, of reports 
and other papers of which abstracts alone 
are presented to the Association, the Com- 
mittee would recommend for adoption the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved, That hereafter, beginning with 
the session for 1856, no report or other paper 
shall be entitled to publication in the volume 
for the year in which it shall be presented 
to the Association, unless it be placed in the 
hands of the Committee of Publication on 
or before the first of June. 

Dr. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation are eminently due to the Committee 
of Publication for the faithful and highly 
satisfactory manner in which their arduous 
and responsible duties have been discharged. 

Dr. Wood, of New York, presented his 
report as Treasurer of the Association, and 
also his account properly audited, which, on 
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motion of Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, was 
accepted and referred to the Committee of 
Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of New York, 
it was 

Resolved, That one thousand dollars be 
appropriated to defray the expenses incurred 
by the committee in preparing the stone for 
the Washington monument, and that the 
balance necessary to make up the said sum 
beyond the money already collected by the 
committee, be drawn from the funds in the 
treasury prior to the opening of the present 
session. 

Resolved, That Dr. Atlee, Chairman of 
the Committee, be authorized to draw upon 
the treasurer for the sum necessary to make 
up the balance. 

The regular order of business, the re- 
ception of reports of Standing Committees, 
was then resumed. 

24; Dr. M. M. Pallen, of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, on Puerperal Convulsions. 

25. Dr. G. S. Walker, of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, on Diseases of the Prostate Gland. 

26. Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, Illi- 
nois, on the Excretions, as an Index to the 
Organic Changes going on in the System. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Illinois, this 
committee was continued. 

27. Dr. Leroy H. Anderson, of Sumpter- 
ville, Alabama, on Typhoid Fever and its 
‘Complications, as it prevails in Alabama. 

28. Dr. W. H. Byford, of Evansville, In- 
diana, on the Pathology and Treatment of 
Scrofula. 

An abstract of this report was read by the 
Secretary, and, on motion, the report was 
referred to the Committee of Publication. 

29. Dr. N.S. Davis, of Chicago, Illinois, 
on the Nutritive Qualities of Milk, and the 
Influence produced thereon by Pregnancy 
and Menstruation, in the Human Female, 
and by Pregnancy in the Cow; and also on 
the Question whether there is not some 
mode by which the nutritive constituents of 
milk can be preserved in their purity and 
sweetness, and furnished to the inhabitants 
ef cities in such quantities as to supersede 
the present defective and often unwhole- 
some modes of supply. , 

This report was read, and on motion re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publication, and 
the Committee on the subject continued. 

* The following preamble and resolutions 
were offered by Dr. W. J. C. Duhamel, of 
Washington, D. C., and adopted. 
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Whereas, The cause of humanity, and a 
due regard to public health, imperatively 
demand the speedy enactment of further 
and more stringent quarantine laws to pre- 
vent the spread of infectious diseases 
through our country; and, whereas, dis- 
tinguished legislators have co-operated with 
the medical profession in bringing this im- 
portant subject to the attention of Congress, 
therefore 

Resolved, That, warmly approving of the 
bill introduced: at the last session of Con- 
gress (and yet pending), to prevent sickness 
and mortality on shipboard, we cordially 
tender to the honorable Senators of the Spe. 
eial committee, who so ably and earnestly 
advocated the measure, this expression of 
our sincere thanks for their unwearied ex- 
ertions in behalf of the bill framed after the 
manner recommended by this Association, 
and yet indulge in the gratifying hope that 
their efforts in the cause of public welfare 
and of suffering humanity will be crowned 
with success. 

Resoleed, That the aforesaid preamble and 
resolutions be forwarded by the officers of the 
Association tothe authorities at Washington. 

Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, announced, 
on behalf of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, that omnibuses would be in waiting 
at a quarter past 4 o’clock P. M., to cénvey 
the’ members of the Association, and the 
ladies of their party fo visit Girard College, 
and afterwards Fairmount. 


Tuurspay, May 3, 1855. 


The Association bled at 9 A.M., 
the President, Dr. Wood, of Pennsylvania, 
in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and approved. 

The President stated that it had been 
usual to refer the appointment of the various 
standing committees to the Committee on 
Nominations. Whereupon, on motion of Dr. 
Watson, of New: York, it was 

Resolved, That these appointments be 
referred to that Committee. 

Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, presented an 
invitation from Dr. Ducachet,. Rector of 
St. Stephen’s Church, to visit that church 
and view the ‘‘ Burd Monuments’’ therein. 

The invitation was accepted, and 12 M. 
to-day, appointed as the time for the visit, 
and the thanks of the Association directed 
to be tendered to Dr. Ducachet. 
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Dr. Hays also presented an invitation 
from the Principal and Managers of the 
Training School for Idiotic and Feeble- 
minded Children, to visit that Institution on 
Friday afternoon next. The invitation was 
accepted, and the thanks of the Association 
directed to be returned for the invitation. 

The Association then proceeded to the 
consideration of the reports of the. various 
committees. 

30. Dr. E. B. Haskins, of Clarkesville, 
Tennessee, on Microscopical Investigations 
of Malignant Tumours. 

A letter was read from the Chairman of 
this Committee, stating that he had not the 
means of carrying out the object of the 
Committee, and asking to be discharged, 
which was agreed to. 

The following committees were called on, 
but no reports received :— 

81. Dr. George R.: Grant, of Memphis, 
Tennessee, on the Sulphate of Quinia as a 
Remedial Agent in the Treatment of Fe- 
vers. 

32. Dr. R. R. Melllvaine, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on.the Study of Pathology at the 
Bedside. 

33. Dr. E. S. Cooper, of Peoria, Illinois, 
on Orthopedic Surgery. 

34. Dr. Andrew F. Jeter, of Palmyra, 
Missouri, on the Modus Operandi of the En- 
venomed Secretions of Healthy Animals. 

35. Dr. Samuel M. Smith, of Columbus, 
Ohio, on Insanity. 

36. Dr. R. La Roche, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on the Jaundice of Yellow 
Fever, in its Diagnostical and Prognostical 
Relations. 

37. Dr. Charles Quarles Chandler, of 
Rocheport, Missouri, on Malignant Periodic 
Fevers. 

38. Dr. 8. B. Chase, of Portland, Maine, 
on Typhoid Fever in Maine. 

A communication was read from Dr. 
Reyburn, of Mississippi, suggesting that 
the District, composed of Missouri, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa, be divided, and also 
offering his resignation as Chairman of the 
Committee appointed to report upon the 
epidemics of those States, and on motion of 
Dr. Askew, of Delaware, it was 

Resolved, That s0 much of said communi- 
cation as refers.to the division of districts 
be referred to the Committee of Nomina- 
tions, and that the resignation of Dr. Rey- 
burn be accepted. 

39. The Committee on Plans of Organi- 
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zation for State and county societies, Dr. 
A. B. Palmer, of Michigan, was called, 
when the chairman stated that the Com- 
mittee were not prepared to report. 

40. Committee on Medical Literature, 
Dr. R. J. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, 
Chairman, was called, when a letter was 
read from the chairman, stating his ex- 
cuses for not having his report prepared, 
and after considerable discussion the Com- 
mittee was continued. 

41. Committee on Medical Education, 
Dr. Wm. H. Anderson, of Alabama, Chair- 
man, was called on, when a letter was read 
from. the chairman, stating his reasons for 
not having his report ready, and asking to 
be continued. 

After some discussion upon the general 
question of the propriety of continuing com- 
mittees who failed to present their reports 
in time, on motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, of 
Pennsylvania, it was 

Resolved, That the further consideration 
of the subject be postponed in order to re- 
ceive the report of the Committee on Nomi- 
nations. 

Dr. J. B. Biddle, Chairman of this Com- 
mitte, made the following report :— 

The Committee on Nominations, to which 
was referred the resolutions in reference to 
the appointment of a Committee on Medical 
Topography and Epidemics, report the re- 
solutions with a recommendation that they 
be adopted. 

They recommend the following gentle- 
men to compose the committee of one from 
each State and territory, to be appointed in 
accordance with the resolutions, viz :— 

Maine—J. C. Weston, of Bangor. 

New Hampshire—Edmund R. Peaslee, 
Dartmouth College. 

Vermont—Joseph Perkins, of Castleton. 

Rhode Island~Joseph Mauran, Provi- 
dence. 

Connecticut—Charles Hooker, New Ha- 
ven. 

Massachusetts — George C. Shattuck, 
Boston. 

New York—Joseph M. Smith. 

New Jersey—Lindon A. Smith, Newark. 

Pennsylvania—Jacob M. Gemmill, Hunt- 
ingdon County. 

Delaware—James W. i hae en Wil- 
mington. 

Maryland—Peregrine Wroth, Chester- 
town. 

Georgia—John F. Posey, Savannah. 
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Virginia—P. F. Peebles, Petersburg. 

District of Columbia— Thomas Miller, 
Washington. 

South Carolina—D. J. Cain, Charleston. 

North Carclina—O. F. Manson, —— 

Kentucky—W=am. L. Sutton, Georgetown, 

Tennessee—E. B. Haskins, Clarkeville. 

Louisiana—E. D. Fenner, New Orleans. 

Minesota—J. H. Murphy, St. Anthony’s 
Falls. 

Ohio—G. Mendenhall, Cincinnati. 

Mississippi—T. J. Grafton, Rodney. 

Missouri—S. B. Alleyne. 

Michigan—J. H. Beech, Cold Water. 

Alabama—S. W. Chanton, Warsaw. 

IUinois—John Evans, Chicago. 

Indiana—Vierling Kersey, Milton, Wayne 
Co. 
Wisconsin—Alfred L. Castleton, Dela- 
field. 

Jowa—E. A. Arnold, Davenport. 

U. S. Navy—Thomas Dillard, Philada. 

U. S. Army—Clement A. Finley. 

The committee report that, in their opin- 
ion, it is inexpedient to make any change in 
the Constitution in regard to the time and 
place of meeting of the Association. 

The following special committees were 
appointed to report upon the subjects 
named :-— 

Dr. Lewis H. Steiner, of Washington, 
District of Columbia, on Strychnia—its 
chemical and toxicological properties. 

Dr. Asbury Evans, of Covington, Ken- 
tucky, on Tracheotomy in Epilepsy. 

Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Augusta, 
Kentucky, on the: Treatment of Cholera. 

Dr. Charles Q, Chandler, of Rocheport, 
Missouri, on Malignant Periodi¢ Fevers. 

Dr. H. A, Johnson; of Chicago, Illinois, 
on the Excretions as an Index to the Or- 
ganic Changes in the System. 

Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, of Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, on Microscopical Investigation 
of Malignant Tumours. 

Dr. E. H. Davis, of New York, on the 
Statistics of Calculoug Diseases, and the ope- 
rations therefor. 

Dr. J. S. Catpenter, on the Treatment 
and Curability of Reducible Hernia. 

Dr. N. J. Fuller, of Maine, on the Best 
Treatment of Cholera Infantum. 

Dr..Wm. B. Page, of Philadelphia, on 
Injuries of the Joints. 

Dr. Wilson Jewell, of Philadelphia, on 
the Statistics of Mortality in the United 
States. 











Dr. J. Knight, of New Haven, Connec. 
ticut, on Endemic Tetanus. 

Dr. P. H. Cabell, of Alabama, on the Na- 
tive Substitutes for Cinchona, indigenous to 
the Southern States. . 

Dr. James M. Newman, of Buffalo, New 
York, on the Sanitary Police of Cities. 

Dr. 8. W. Noble, of Le Roy, Illinois, on 
Puerperal Fever and its Communicability. 

Dr. J. M. Freer, of Chicago, Illinois, on 
the Progress of General and Descriptive 
Anatomy. 

Dr. J. W. Corson, of New York, on the 
Causes of the Impulse of the Heart, and 
the agencies which influence it in Health 
and Disease. 

Dr. D. Meredith Reese, of New York, 
on the Causes of Infant Mortality in large 
cities, the source of its increase, and the 
means for its diminution. 

Dr. Mark Stephenson, of New York, on 
the Treatment best adapted to each variety 
of cataract, with the method of operation, 
place of election, time, age, &c. 

Dr. Thomas Miller, of Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, on Toxicology. 

Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Hanover, New 
Hampshire, on Inflammation, its Pathology, 
and its relation to reparative process. 

Dr. D. D. Thomson, of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, on the Remedial Effects of Chloro- 
form. 

Dr. Wm. Clendennin, of Cincinnati, on 
Epidemic Erysipelas. 

Dr. C. D. Comegys, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
on the State of the Urine in Tubercular 
Disease. 

Dr. J. B. Coleman, of New Jersey, on 
the Effect of Mercury on the Living Ani- 
mal Tissues. 

Dr. T. G. Richardson, of Louisville, 
Kentacky, on the Diversity of the Venereal 
Poison. 

Dr. J. B. Flint, of Louisville, Kentucky, 
on the best mode of rendering the Medical 
patronage of the national government tribu 
tary to the honour and improvement of the 
profession. 

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson, of Brooklyn, New 
York, on the Anatomy and Histology of the 
Cervix Uteri. 

Dr. M. M. Latta, of Goshen, Indiana, on 
whether there are any means by which the 
Growth of the Fetus in Utero may be con- 
trolled without injury to the Mother. 

Committee to procure Memorials of the 
Eminent and worthy Dead—Dr. P. A. Jew- 
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ett, of Connecticut ; Dr. Thomas F. Betton, 
of Pennsylvania; Dr. C. J. Blackburn, of 
Kentucky; Dr. Wm. M. Boling, of Ala- 
bama, Zina Pitcher, of Michigan. 
Committee on Plans of Organization of 
State and ‘County Societies—Dr. A. B. 
Palmer, of Michigan; Dr. N. B. Ives, of 
Connecticut ; Dr. E. B. Haskins, of Ten- 
nessee ; Dr. Charles Woodward, of Ohio; 
Dr. Josiah Crosby, of New Hampshire. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 
Committee on Arrangements—Dr. Zina 
Pitcher, of Detroit; Dr. Moses Gunn, do. ; 
Dr. G. B. Russell, do.; Dr. A. S. Leland, 
Dr. Morse Stewart, Dr. Peter Klein, Dr. J. 
A. Brown. 

Commitiee on Prize Essays—Dr. A. B. 
Palmer, of Michigan; Dr. Samuel Denton, 
Dr. A. R. Terry. Dr. Adam Sager, Dr. S. 
H. Douglass, Dr. Corodon La Ford, Dr. E. 
Andrews. 

Committee on Medical Literature—Dr. 
P. C. Gaillard, of South Carolina; Dr. N. 
P. Monroe, of Maine; Dr. James Couper, 
of Delaware; Dr. R. Hills, of Ohio; Dr. 
A. Coffin, of South Carolina. 

Committee on Medical Education—Dr. J. 
Berrien Lindsley, of Tennessee; Dr. J. B. 
Flint, of Kentucky; Dr. P. H. Cabell, of 
Alabama; Dr. George Hayward, of Massa- 
chusetts; Dr. E. B. Smith, of Missouri. 

On motion, the report of the Committee 
was adopted. 

The subject of the report of the.Commit- 
tee on Medical Education was taken up, and 
after considerable discussion Dr. Lindsley, 
the chairman of the newly appointed com- 
mittee on the subject, asked leave to resign, 
and that Dr. Anderson, of Alabama, chair- 
man of the former committee, be appointed 
in his place. 

Whereupon Dr. Lindsley’s resignation 
was accepted, and Dr. Anderson appointed 
in his place. 

A letter from Dr. W. Hooker, Chairman 
of the Committee on the Epidemics of New 
England and New York, was read. in which 
he points out the defects of the present or. 
ganization of the Committee on Epidemics, 
and asks to be discharged from ‘the further 
consideration of the subject. 

On motion of Dr. Hays, the letter was 
referred to the Committee on Nominations. 

Dr. F. H. Hamilton, of New York, asked 
and obtained leave to make some remarks 





The special order of the day, the resolu- 
tions in reference to the appointment of 
Committees on Medical Topography offered 
by Dr. Thompson, of Delaware, was taken 
up. 

After some remarks by Dr. Thompson, 
advocating their adoption, Dr. Askew, of 
Delaware, offered the following additional 
resolution, which was accepted by Dr. 
Thompson :-— 

Resolved, That all reports on the Medical 
Topography and prevailing diseases of 
States, shall, to entitle them to be received 
by this Association and published in the 
proceedings, be first approved by the Medi- 
cal Societies of the State or Territory where 
such Societies exist, and to which State or 
Territory such report refers. 

The preamble and resolutions presented 
yesterday by Dr. Thompson, were then 
adopted. 

Dr. J. G. Orton, of Binghamton, New 
York, read a series of resolutions which he 
had prepared in reference to the same ‘sub- 
ject. They were as follows :— 

Resolved, That each County Medical So- 
ciety (or in parts of the country where such 
societies have not been established, any 
duly organized medical association), be in- 
vited to amend their constitutions by attach- 
ing thereto the following article: ‘‘ It shall 
be the duty of each member of this Society 
to keep a faithful record of the diseases 
which may fall under his observation during 
each month, according to the classification 
adopted by this Convention in May, 1847; 
stating the age and sex, occupation, and na- 
tivity of the patients, the average duration 
of the disease, and, finally, their recovery or 
death, and to report the same in writing to 
the Secretary on or before the first day of 
February of each year, who shall transmit 
a digest thereof to the State Medical Society, 
and also tothe appropriate committee ap- 
pointed by the American Medical Associa- 
tion for its reception.” 

Resolved, That each incorporated Hos- 
pital, Infirmary, and Asylum, be invited to 
furnish a copy of their annual reports, for 
the use of the committee of their respective 
States. 

Resolved, That the State Committee ap- 
pointed by this Association to report upon 
the prevailing diseases of their respective 
localities, shall receive and arrange a digest 
of the reports transmitted to them by the 
Secretaries of the various county societies, 





on fracture of the clavicle, supplementary to 
his report made yesterday. 
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and report the same at the annual meeting 
of this Association. 

Resolved, That the first day of January 
be the time fixed at which the object of these 
resolutions shall be carried into effect, and 
that the several county societies and asso- 
ciations be requested to amend their con- 
stitutions as heretofore recommended, at as 
early a date as practicable, and to report to 
the State Committee their willingness or 
unwillingness to acquiesce in the request of 
this Association. 

On motion, the above resolutions were 
referred to the Committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Penn- 
sylvania, the Chief Justice of the State, the 
Hon. Ellis Lewis, who was present, was in- 
vited to take a seat on the platform. 

The reports of Committees were again 
proceeded with. 

The President stated that Dr. D. J. Cain, 
appointed to report on the epidemics of 
South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, and Ala- 
bama, was confined at home by sickness. 

The Committee on the Epidemics of Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, not being ready to 
report, was continued. 

A letter was read from Dr. Fenner, ap- 
pointed to report on the epidemics of Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas, 
stating that his report was in progress. 

On motion, the committee was continued. 

Dr. D. Francis Condie, to whom was re- 
ferred the subject of tubercular disease, 
stated that he had been engaged for a period 
of three years in examining and arranging.a 
report on this subject. The report will oc- 
cupy at least five hundred pages, and one 
reason which has caused it to ewell to so 
great an extent, is, that he found it neces- 
sary to contradict a large number of state- 
ments on the subject. He hoped that the 
Association would excuse him in not being 
quite ready with the report. He had pre- 
pared a digest of its contents, which in fact 
is merely an index to the whole, and would 
not of iteelf repay:for the time used in 
reading it. He expressed a desire that the 
Association would excuse him. 

A motion was made that Dr. Condie be 
permitted to adopt such course as.may be 
most agreeable to himself in regard to the 
publication of his report, free from. any obli- 
gation he may consider himeelf under to the 
Association. The motion was agreed to. 

The Committee on the Constitutional 
and Local Treatment of Carcinoma, Dr. 
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Daniel Brainard, of Chicago, Illinois, not 
being ready to report, was continued. 

The Committee on the Applications of 
Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, Dr. Horace 
Green, of New York, chairman, stated that 
a longer time was required in order to col- 
lect the materials necessary for a report, 
On motion, the committee was continued. 

The Committee on Dysentery, Dr. Henry 
Taylor, of Mt. Clemens, Michigan, chair- 
man, presented, through Dr. Beech, an ab- 
stract of the report which was read, and, on 
motion, the report was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

The Committee on Hydrophobia and the 
Connection of the Season of the Year with 
its Prevalence, Dr. T. W. Blatchford, of 
New York, chairman, presented a partial 
report which was read, and, on motion of 
Dr.. Smith, of New York, the committee 
was continued. 

The report of the committee was accom- 
panied by the following circular :— 


Circular.—To any Medical Gentleman of 
the United States or Canada. 


Dear Sir: The committee appointed at 
the last meeting of the American Medical 
Association to investigate certain Statistics 
of Hydrophobia, bearing upon municipal re- 
gulations, have received but six communica- 
tions detailing only sixteen cases of hydro- 
phobia (some of which, however, are exceed- 
ingly interesting, and for which the commit- 
tee desire to make grateful acknowledge- 
ments to the gentlemen forwarding them). 
Under these circumstances the committee 
are unwilling todo more at this time than 
to report progress and ask to be continued. 

The object we have in view is not to en- 
lighten the profession upon the subject, but 
to bring the knowledge already in possession 
of medical men to bear upon the public mind, 
and influence our civil authorities in their 
municipal regulations regarding hydropho- 
bia. We believe that facts entirely militate 
against restricting ‘‘Dog Laws” to hot 
weather; and we think the advancement of 
science demands that this remnant of by- 
gone superstition should be purged from the 
statute book. In Prussia, Poland, France, 
Russia, and many other countries in Europe, 
much attention has been given to this sub- 
ject, and it is important in accomplishing 
our object, that we should ascertain as far 
as practicable how hydrophobic statistics in 
our extended country will compare with 
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those in foreign countries, and may we not 
hope that, through the facilities afforded by 
the extensive ramifications of our cherished 
Association, the necessary statistics for the 
United States and Canada may be obtained ? 

The committee are unwilling to think 
that want of interest in a subject so import- 
ant is the cause of their receiving so few 
communications, but rather that the know- 
ledge of what was wanted was too circum- 
scribed, if not too indefinite, and the time 
necessary to obtain it entirely too limited. 

In a measure to remove these objections 
the committee have prepared this circular, 
and would respectfully invite communica- 
tions upon the subject from medical gentle- 
men in any part of the United States or 
Canada, who, either in their own practice, 
or as counsellors in that of others, may have 
witnessed cases of hydrophobia in man or 
brute—stating the day and month of inocu- 
lation—the period of attack—the duration 
of the disease—and, if the human species, 
the name, age, temperament, sex, and resi- 
dence of the individual. 

The committee would also request you to 
state whether in the place of your residence 
any ‘‘ Dog Laws” have been enacted ; if so, 
to what period of the year, if any, they are 
restricted ; and what has been the result of 
their operation. 

Anearly reply to this circular will enable 
the committee to arrange the facts and pre- 
pare areport for the meeting of the Asso- 
ciation in 1856. 

We remain, &c., 
Tuos. W. Buatcurorp, 
A. D. Sroor, 

Troy, 24th April, 1855. 

Communications to be addressed to Dr. 
Thos. W. Blatchford, Troy, N. Y. 
| Committee to inquire into the Causes 
which obstruct the formation and establish- 
ment of our National Medical Literature, 
Dr. S. D. Gross, of Kentucky, Chairman. 

‘A letter was read from the Committee 
stating the reasons for the report not being 
ready, and, on motion, the Committee was 
continned. 

Committee to report the best means 
of preventing the introduction of the Dis- 
ease by Emigrants into our country, Dr. S. 
H. Dickson, of South Carolina, Chairman, 
were called upon, when a letter, written 
soon after the adjournment of the last meet- 
ing of the Association, detlining the appoint- 
ment, was read. 


Com. 
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The hour for recess having arrived, Dr. 
Hays, on behalf of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, begged to state that St. Ste- 
phen’s Church, in which were the beautiful 
monuments by Steinhauser, to the Burd 
family, was open for the inspection of the 
members of the Association, as were also 
the Galleries of the Academy of Fine Arts, 
the Museum of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences, the Museums of the different Me- 
dical Colleges, and the reading-room and 
library of the Atheneum, and invited the 
members to visit them. He also reminded 
the members that this was the time appoint- 
ed to visit the High School, and such as 
desired so to do could visit that useful In- 
stitution. 

May 3—1 P. M. 

The Association reassembled at this hour, 
the President, Dr. Wood, in the Chair, and 
the regular order of business, the calling for 
reports from committees, was proceeded 
with. : 

Dr. R. D. Mussey, of Ohio, the Commit- 
tee to examine into, and report upon, the 
effects of Alcoholic Liquors upon the sys- 
tem in health and disease, read his report, 
; which was, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 
> Dr. E. 8. Cooper, of Peoria, Illinois, on 

Orthopedic Surgery. No report. 

Dr. Andrew F. Jeter, of Palmyra, Mis- 
souri, on the Modus Operandi of the En- 
venomed Secretions of Healthy Animals. 
No report. 

Dr. Samuel M. Smith, of Columbus, 
Ohio, on Insanity. 

By request of Dr. Smith, this committee 
was continued. 

Dr. R. La Roche, of Philadelphia, Peia- 
sylvania, on the Jaundice of Yellow Fever, 

2in its Diagnostical and Prognostical Rela- 
’ tions. 

This committee was not ready to report, 
and was continued. 

Dr. Charles Quarles Chandler, of Roche- 
port, Missouri, on Malignant Periodic Fe- 
vers. No report. 

Dr. S. B. Chase, of Portland, Maine, on 
Typhoid Fever in Maine. No report. 

On motion of Dr. Thomas, of Maryland, 
the resolution referring the report on Medi- 
cal Literature to the Committee of Publica- 
tion was reconsidered, when, on motion of 
Dr. Gibson, of Virginia, the further con- 
sideration of this subject was postponed 
until to-morrow. 
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On motion of Dr. Jewett, of Connecticut, 
it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of one from 
each State be appointed to report upon a 
uniform system of marriages, births, and 
deaths; and the resolution was referred to 
the Committee of Nominations, to report 
the names of the committee. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, 
Dr. Hays, on behalf of the Committee of 
Arrangements, stated that omnibuses would 
be in waiting at 44 P. M. to convey the 
members and the ladies of their party to the 
Philadelphia Hospital, Blockley. 

The Association then adjourned. 


Fray, May 4, 1855, 


The Association met this day at9 A. M., 
the President, Dr. Wood, of Philadelphia, 
in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and approved. 

Dr. Hays. on behalf of the Committee of 
Arrangements, reported the names of dele- 
gates who had registered since the previous 
meeting, making, with those previously re- 
ported 528 names, representing 26 States. 

He also reported recommending Dr. Read, 
of Ohio, as a ber by invitation, and the 
recommendation was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Lemoine, it was resolv- 
ed that the nomination of a chairman of the 
Committee on the Epidemics of Missouri, 
be referred back to the Committee of Nomi- 
nations. 

Dr. Atlee offered a resolution that Dr. 
Breckenbridge’s report on Medical  Litera- 
ture be referred to a special committee, to 
be read, and if approved by said committee, 
then that it be referred to the Committee 
on Publication. The motion was lost. 

- A motion was then made and adopted, 
that the Committee on Medical Literature 
be continued to report at the next meeting 
of the Association. 

Dr. Hayward, of Boston, offered the fol- 
lowing, which was adopted unanimously :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Asso- 
ciation be presented to his Honor the Mayor, 
and the other officers of the city govern- 
ment, and to the citizens and physicians of 
the city of Philadelphia, for their kind and 
continued attentions, and munificent hospi- 
tality to the members of this Association 
during its present session. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, pre- 
sented and read a report, on behalf of the 
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committee appointed at the last annual 
meeting of the Association, and to which 
was referred the Essay of Dr. Phelps, of 
New York, on “ Religion as an Element 
in Medicine, or the Duties and Obligations 
of the Profession,”’ and also the communi- 
cation of Dr. R. S. Bailey, of South Caro. 
lina, on the same subject, with instructions 
to consider and report on the expediency of 
publishing the same. The report was ac- 
companied with the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to pub- 
lish, in our Transactions, the Essay of Dr, 
Phelps. 

The committee state that, having ex- 
pressed their sentiments on the subject, they 
beg to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of Dr. Bailey’s paper. 

After a brief discussion, the previous 
question was demanded and sustained, and 
the report was accepted, the accompanying 
resolution adopted, and the request to be 
discharged granted. 

Dr. Hays, from the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, reported the name of Dr. 
William H. Watson, of Bedford County, 
Pa., as a member by invitation. The re- 
port was adopted. 

A printed paper on Cholera, by Dr. Knapp, 
of Cincinnati, was presented, but as it had 
been already published, it was not deemed 
expedient to occupy the time of the Asso- 
ciation by having it read. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, stated 
that the Academy of Fine Arts had offered 
to take charge of the Stone for the Wash- 
ington Monument, and offered a resolution 
that a vote of thanks. be tendered to the 
Managers of the Academy of Fine Arts, for 
their liberal offer to take charge of the stone 
for the Washington Monument, until its 
delivery at Washington, which was adopted. 

Dr. Charles Hooker, of Connecticut, 
offered the following amendment to the 
Constitution, which, under the rules, lies 
over until the next annual meeting of the 
Association. 

‘‘ Any permanent member who shall not 
pay for the published Transactions for three 
successive years, shall be considered as 
withdrawn.”’ 

Dr. N. 8S. Davis, of Chicago, Illinois, 
submitted the following preamble and reso- 
lutions :— 

Whereas, The present mode of conduct- 
ing the afinual meelings-of the Association 
affords but little opportunity. for the discus- 
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sion of strictly scientific questions and pa- 
pers, and 

Whereas, This has been regarded as a 
serious defect in the operation of our organi- 
zation, impairing its scientific character, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the daily sessions of the 
Association during each annual meeting, be 
divided into two parts—the first to termi- 
nate at an hour not Jater than 124 o’clock 
P. M., each day, and to be devoted as here- 
tofore, to the general business of the Asso- 
ciation—the second, consisting of all the 
time which it is deemed advisable to remain 
in session each day, after 124 o’clock P. 
M., to take the character of a scientific ses- 
sion, and to be devoted exclusively to the 
discussion of questions relating to the sci- 
ence and art of medicine. 

Resolved, That the Association, in its ca- 
pacity of a scientific session, having no 
power to act on any subject except of a 
scientific character, may continue in session, 
whenever thought advisable, a longer period 
than in its most general capacity. 

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions be referred to the Committee 
of Arrangements, with instructions to re- 
port on the same at the next commencément 
of the next annual session. 

Dr. C. G. Comegys, of Ohio, offered the 
following preamble and resolutions, which 
were on motion, referred to the Committee 
on Nominations :— 

Whereas, The American Medical Asso- 
ciation, though devoting itself ardently to 
the interest of medical science, is unable to 
accomplish all its aims for the promotion of 
the usefulness of the profession in society 
without the aid of legislation, therefore 

Resolved, That the members of the me- 
dical profession throughout the Union be 
urgently requested to take immediate and 
concerted action for petitioning their several 
legislative bodies to establish offices for the 
collection of vital statistics. 

Resolved, that for the purpose of securing 
an ample number of petitioners for this 
object, this Association suggests that every 
member of the profession shall endeavour 
to secure the name of his personal friends. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above re- 
solutions be transmitted at once to the seve- 
ral state societies. 

Dr. A. J. Semmes, of Washington, D. C., 
offered the following, which was adopted :— 
Resolved, That a committee of three be 





appointed to report to the Association at its 
next annual meeting what measures should 
be adopted to remedy the evils existing in 
the present methods of holding coroners’ 
inquests, by incompetent persons, by which 
the lives and liberties of the innocent may 
be jeopardized, and the ends of justice 
frustrated. 

The President appointed Dr. A. J. Sem- 
mes, of Washington; Grafton Tyler, D. C. ; 
and Dr. D. F. Condie, of Pennsylvania, that 
committee. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart, of New York city, 
offered the following resolations, which 
were unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association be, and they are 
hereby tendered, to the Committee of Ar- 
rangements for the liberal and cordial re- 
ception extended to its members during the 
present session. 

Resolved, That asimilar acknowledgment 
is eminently due, and also unanimously ex- 
tended, to the officers, trustees, and mana- 
gers of the several public and private insti- 
tutions of the city and vicinity, which have 
been thrown opén to the inspection of the 
members of the Association, the visitation of 
which has been a source of unmingled satis- 
faction, and the management of which mani- 
fests the faithful and zealous care of those to 
whose guardianship they have been en- 
trusted. , 

Dr. Biddle, Chairman of the Committee 
of Nominations, to whom was referred the 
resolution of Dr. Jewett, ‘‘ that a committee 
of one from each State be appointed by this 
Association to report upon a uniform system 
of Registration of Marriages, Births, and 
Deaths,” made a report, recommending the 
adoption of the resolution, and presenting 
the following list of names to constitute said 
committee :— 

Dr. M. W. Wilson, of Hartford, Conn., 

Chairman. 
“ G.S. Palmer, of Gardiner, Me. 
** Silas Cumming, Fitz William, N. H. 
© 6G. T. Elliott, Woodstock, Vt. 
‘* Edward Jarvis, Dorchester, Mass. 
*¢ Joseph Mauran, Providence, R. I. 
“Jno. H. Griscom, New York, N. Y. 
‘* Henry Carpenter, Lancaster, Pa. 
“« ©O.H. Taylor, Camden, N.J. 
‘* Lewis P. Bush, Wilmington, Del. 
‘© A. Snowden Piggott, Baltimore, Md. 
*s David H. Tucker, Richmond, Va. 
“«- N. J. Pittman, of Tarboro, N.C. 
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Dr. Harvey Lindsly, Washington, D.C. 
Jno. L. Dawson, Charleston, S. C. 
R. D. Arnold, Savannah, Ga. 
A. Lopez, Mobile, Ala. 
James Jones, New Orleans, La. 
R. C. Foster, Nashville, Tenn. 
C. J. Blackburn, Covington, Kyi 
Jno. Dawson, Columbus, Ohio. 
Edmund Murphy, New Harmony, 
Ind. 
N. D., Stebbins, Detroit, Mich. 
J. V. Z. Blaney, Chicago, Ill. 
Geo. D. Wilbur, Mineral Point, Wis. 
Wm. McPheeters, St. Louis, Mo. 
J. D. Elbert, Keosaqua, Iowa. 
Jno. H. Murphy, Falls of St. An- 
thony, Minnesota. ~ 
Mississippi and Arkaneas were left blank. 
The committee recommended the addi- 
tion of the following Special Committee :— 
Dr. M. M. Latta, of Goshen, Ia., on 


‘* Whether there are any Means by which the 
Growth of the Fetus in Utero may be Con- 
trolled without Injury to Mother or Child.”’ 
Dr. Thomas Miller, of Washington, D. 
C., on Toxicology. 
Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Hanover, N. H., 
on Inflammation—its Pathology, and: its 


Relation to the Reparative Process. 

Dr. D. D. Thomson, of Louisville, Ky., 
on the Remedial Effects of Chloroform. 

Dr. Wm. Clendennin, of Cincinnati, O., 
on Epidemic Erysipelas. 

Dr. C. G. Comegys, of Cincinnati, O., 
on the State of the Urine in Tubercular 
Disease. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, offered 
the following resolutions, which were adopt- 
ed :— 

Resolved, That to secure efficient teaching 
in medical schools, where the prime object is 
to enforce practical precepts, a large degree 
of union and harmony must exist among the 
teachers, and confidence be reposed in them 
by their pupils. 

Resolved, That any such unnatural union 
as the mingling of an exclusive system, such 
as homeopathy, with scientific medicine in 
a school, setting aside all questions of its 
untruthfulness, cannot fail by the destruc- 
tion of union and confidence and the produc- 
tion of confusion and disorder, unsettling 
and distracting the mind of the learners, to 
so far impair the usefulness of teaching as 
to render every school adopting such a policy 
unworthy the support of the profession. 
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Dr. A. B. Palmer, of the University of 
Michigan, in seconding the resolutions, de- 
sired permission to offer a few remarks, 
After briefly stating some of the peculiar 
features of the incorporation of the Uni- 
versity, he went on to say that the institu- 
tion is under the management of a Board of 
Regents elected by the people, by whom the 
professors in the various departments of sci- 
ence and art are appointed. The Legisla- 
ture has nothing to do with the appointment 
of professors. During the. session of the 
Legislature the past winter, the admirers of 
homeopathy had made special effort, and 
had succeeded in obtaining a recommenda- 
tory action on their part, in reference to the 
establishment of a chair of homeopathy in 
the University. It had been represented to 
them, that a large part of the people of 
Michigan favoured that peculiar mode of 
practice, and that it was but fair that its 
principles be inculcated in the State Uni- 
versity. 

The spirit of the recommendation is, and 
has been resisted both by the Regents, and 
by the faculty and students of the medical 
department of the University. 


Dr. Palmer wanted an expression of 
opinion by the Association on this matter. 
Legislatures should know that Homeo- 
pathy and Scientific Medicine should not, 
and cannot be united in one school—they 
are incompatible, and neither he nor any of 
his colleagues could, or would continue in 
any school where such an absurdity was 
attempted. 

Some of the medical journals have given 
an erroneous impression in regard to this 
action of the Legislature. The faculty are 
going to act energetically in this matter, 
and they ask the Association to co-operate 
with them in instituting a thorough and 
systematic inquiry, both in this country and 
in Europe, into the pretensions and prac- 
tice of this delusion and imposture, that the 
minds of the people may be enlightened on 
the subject. As the friends of Homa@opathy 
in Michigan have raised the issue, the 
faculty of the University wish to meet it. 
Circulars of inquiry will soon be sent out, 
and the faculty hope that they will be 
promptly responded to. 

The doctor repeated the assurance that on 
no account would the faculty tolerate a 
Chair of Homeopathy in the University, 
but that, toa man, they would resign their 
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positions rather than submit to so absurd 
and humiliating an appointment. 

The doctor’s remarks were received with 
evident satisfaction by the members. 

Dr. Foster, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which, on motion, was 
laid on the table :-— 

Resolved, That the State Medical Socie- 
ties be requested to hold their annual meet- 
ings just one month before the meeting of 
the American Medical Association. - 

Dr. Clendennin, of Cincinnati, Ohio, of- 
fered the following :— 

Resolved, That no State or local society 
shall hereafter be entitled to representation 
in this Association that has not adopted its 
code of ethics. 

Resolved, That no State or local society 
that has intentionally violated or disregarded 
any article or clause in the code of ethics, 
shall longer be entitled to representation in 
this body. 

Dr. L. A. Smith offered a resolution to 
lay these resolutions on the table, which, 
after discussion, was lost. 

Dr. Miltenberger, of Maryland, offered 
as an amendment the following preamble 
and resolutions, to be appended to the re- 
solutions of Dr. Clendennin:— 

Whereas, It has been brought to the no- 
tice of the American Medical Association 
that the State Medical Society of Ohio vio- 
lated at their last meeting one of the articles 
of its code of ethics. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this As- 
sociation be directed to inform the officers 
of that society, that unless such action be 
rescinded, they cannot hereafter be repre- 
sented in this Association. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, offered 
as amendment to the foregoing preamble the 
addition thereto of the particular obnoxious 
action alluded to. The amendment was ac- 
cepted by Dr. Miltenberger, and the resolu- 
tions of Dr. Clendennin, with the preamble 
and resolutions of Miltenberger, as amend- 
ed by Dr. Atlee, were adopted. The resolu- 
tions as adopted are as follows :— 

Resolved, That no State or local society 
shall be hereafter entitled to a representation 
in this Association, which has not adopted 
the code of ethics. 

Resolved, That no State or local society 
which has violated or discarded any article 
or clause in the code of ethics, shall longer 
be entitled to a representation in this body. 





tice of the American Medical Association 
that the State Medical Society of Ohio vio- 
lated, at their last annual meeting, one of 
the articles of its code of ethics by adopting 
a resolution, ‘That it is not derogatory to 
medical dignity or inconsistent with medical 
honour for medical gentleman to take out a 
patent right for surgical or medical instru- 
ments.’ Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this As- 
sociation be directed to inform the officers 
of the Medical Society of Ohio, that unless 
such action be rescinded, they cannot here- 
after be represented in this Association. 

Dr. A. Stille, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolutions, which were adopt- 
ed:— 

Resolved, That a special committee of 
five be appointed to report at the next meet- 
ing of the Association upon the following 
question :— 

Might not the present system of repeating 
the same lectures to the same classes during 
two successive terms be usefully modified 
by extending the lectures of each chair over 
two sessions, so as to embrace systematic 
and complete discussion of each of the fol- 
lowing subjects? :— 

1, Special, Regional, and General Anato- 
my, including illustrative references to 
Morbid Anatomy. 

2. Inorganic, Organic, and Pharmaceuti- 
cal Chemistry and Toxicology. 

3. General and Human Physiology, Hy- 
giene, Medical Jurisprudence. 

4. Medical Botany, Materia Medica, 
Therapeutics. 

5. General Pathology, Morbid Anatomy 
(systematic), Practice of Medicine. 

6. General Surgical Pathology or Inati- 
tutes of Surgery, Mechanical, Operative, 
and Medicinal Surgery. 

7. Obstetrics, Diseases of Women, Dis- 
eases of Children. 

8. Hospital Clinical Medicine and Sur- 
gery. 

Resolved, That the committee, at an early 
day, address the several medical colleges in 
regard to the proposed plan of instruction, 
requesting from them an official expression 
of opinion upon its merits and feasibility. 

On motion of Dr. Pitcher, it was 

Resolved, That the committee under the 
above resolutions be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, and that he be allowed to do this after 
the final adjournment of the Association. 





Whereas, It has been brought to the no- 





The President has appointed the following 
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committee under the preceding resolu- 
tions :— 

Dr. Alfred Stille, of Philadelphia, chair- 
man; Professor Samuel Jackson, of Phila- 
delphia; Dr. John: Bell, of Philadelphia; 
Dr. John Watson, of New York; and Dr. 
J. L. Cabell, of Charlottsville, Virginia. 

Dr. Levi D. Scheets, of Ohio, offered the 
following alterations to the Constitution, 
which, under rule, lies over until the next 
meeting :-— 

Whereas, It has been found necessary to 
devise some means of elevating the standard 
of education, both professional and general, 
among medical men, by those who are best 
acquainted with the sad and lamentable de- 
ficiency which prevails in this respect among 
a large mass of the profession, and particu- 
larly in the western States. And, 

Whereas, Efforts to this effect at home 
have been opposed on the ground that more 
was exacted by such as took an active part 
in the matter than is required by the ‘“‘ Ame- 
rican Medical Association.’’ And, 


Whereas, It is believed that the National 
Society can exert a beneficial influence over 
the whole country. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Constitution of the 


Association be so amended as to require all 
delegates, before being allowed a seat in said 
Association, to satisfy the proper authorities 
that the societies which they represent, re- 
quire graduation as the sine qua non to 
graduation therein, and that no person can 
become a permanent member, a member by 
invitation, or can be received as a delegate 
from any other body unless he be a graduate 
of some respectable medical school. 

Resolved, That the editors of the various 
medical journals of the United States be re- 
quested to publish the foregoing, so that an 
interest may be awakened upon this subject, 
and that societies may be prepared to com- 
ply with the above requisitions in caee they 
meet the approval ofthis Association. 

Dr. Corson, of New York, asked and ob- 
tained leave to read a brief abstract of a 
paper ‘‘ On the Influence of Lead upon the 
Heart’s Action, and the Importance of the 
Study of the Cardiac Impulse in Disease 
generally founded upon a Series of Obser- 
vations.”’ 

On motion it was referred to a special 
committee of three with instructions, if they 
approve of it, to transmit it to the Commit- 
tee.of Publication for insertion in the Trans- 
actions. 
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Drs. Charless D. Davis, Isaac Wood, and 
F. Campbell Stewart, of New York, were 
appointed the committee. 

Dr. Thomas, of Baltimore, read a paper 
on a simple and easy method of applying 
nitrate of silver to the air-passages, con- 
trived and employed by the author's brother, 
Dr. John Chew Thomas, about six years 
since. It consists in applying a stick of 
caustic lightly to a fine grindstone or emory 
wheel made to revolve with great velocity, 
The caustic is thus thrown off in an impal- 
pable powder which may be inhaled by the 
patient sitting before the stone. 

On motion of Dr. Emerson, the paper 
was referred to a committee of three with 
instructions, if they deem it worthy of in- 
sertion in the Transactions, to transmit it to 
the Committee of Publication. 

Drs. Emerson, of Philadelphia, Milten- 
berger, of Maryland, and R. P. Thomas, of 
Philadelphia, were appointed that com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Atlee offered the following resolation, 
which was adopted :— 

Rosolved, That the subject of the conta- 
giousness or non-contagiousness of cholera 
be especially recommended to the attention 
of the State Committee on Epidemics, State 
Topography, etc. 

On motion of Dr. Hintzé6, of Maryland, it 
was Resolved that the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation be presented to the several railroad 
and steamboat companies which have cour- 
teously issued commutation tickets to the 
members of the Association for the present 
meeting. 

The proposition offered at the last annual 
meeting by Dr. S. D. Gross, of Kentucky, 
to amend that part of the Constitution which 
relates to the election of officers, so that the 
election shall take place immediately before 
the adjournment of each meeting, instead of 
immediately after its commencement, was 
called up, and, on motion, indefinitely post- 
poned. 

The proposition offered at the last annual 
meeting by: Dr. F. A. Ramsay, of Tennes- 
see, that the Constitution be so amended as 
to dispense with the Nominating Committee, 
and the duties of such committee, was, on 
motion, rejected. 

Dr. N. B. Ives, of Connecticut, proposed 
the following amendment to the Constitu- 
tion, to be appended to the end of the second 
article :— 

‘*The Association shall, at all times, have 
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power to punish any of its members by re- 
primands, suspension, or expulsion, upon a 
three-fourths vote of the members present 
at any meeting, at which not less than one 
hundred are in attendance.’’ 

Dr. Dorset, of Virginia, offered the follow- 
ing amendments to the Constitution :— 

Resolved, That with a view of adding dig- 
nity and influence to our body, and convey- 
ing a more adequate idea of its national re- 
presentative character, the title ‘‘ National 
Medical Congrese’’ be substituted for that 
of ‘American Medical Association,’’ and- 
that we hold our sessions at least once in 
three years in Washington, D.C. 

Dr. A. M. Pollock offered the following 
resolution :— 

Resolved, That no organization or insti- 
tution, entitled to representation in this As- 
sociation, shall be considered in good stand- 
ing which has not adopted its code of ethics. 

Dr. Lemoine, of Missouri, called up the 
amendment to the Constitution offered last 
year by Dr. Byford, to change the name of 
the ‘‘ Committees on Epidemics’? to ‘‘ Com- 
mittees on Prevailing Diseases.”’ 

On motion, the proposed amendment was 
rejected. 

Dr. Hays stated that the Mayor of the 
city, at the suggestion of some citizens who 
were anxious that the account of the recep- 
tion at Independence Hall should be pre- 
served in a more durable form and one better 
fitted for distribution than. in a newspaper 
report, had determined to publish it in a neat 
pamphlet, which would be ready for distri- 
bution to members of the Association to- 
morrow morning. Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation be transmitted to the Mayor for this 
courtesy. 

Dr. Hays stated that omnibuses‘would be 
in attendance at the Musical Fund Hall this 
afternoon, at 34 o’clock, to convey to the 
Pennsylvania Training School for Idiotic 
and Feeble-Minded Children, such mem- 
bers of the Association, and the ladies of 
their party, as wished to visit that interest- 
ing and useful institution. 

‘Also, that omnibuses would be at the 
principal hotels, at 4} P. M., to convey to 
the Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruc- 
tion of the Blind; such members, and the 
ladies of their party as desired to visit that 
institution; and that the managers had been 
kind enough to make special arrangements 
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for a concert by the pupils of the school for 
the entertainment of the Association. 

And further, that omnibuses would be at 
the Hall on Saturday morning, at 10 o’clock, 
to convey to the Navy Yard such members 
as desired to avail themselves of the polite 
invitation of the officers of that station to 
visit it and inspect the dry-dock, large steam 
frigate in progress of building, and other ob- 
jects of interest there. 

Dr. Hays also called attention to the dif- 
ferent public institutions of which short ac- 
counts were to be found in the small volume 
furnished to members, and stated that they 
had all been opened to the visits of members 
of the Association. 

There being no further business, the 
Association then, on motion, adjourned 
sine die, 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


University of Pennsylvania.—The num- 
ber of students in this school, at the last 
session, was incorrectly stated in our May 
No. The actual number of students was 
426, and the number graduated at the close 
of the term 178. 

Dr. H. H. Smith has been elected by the 
Trustees to the chair of Surgery, vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. Wm. Gibson. 


Medical College of Virginia.—Dr. E. 
Brown-Sequard has resigned the professor- 
ship of Institutes of Medicine and Medical 
Jurisprudence in this school, and Dr. L. 8. 
Joynes, of Accomac, has been appointed in 
his place. 

Dr. A. E. Petticolas has been appointed 
to the professorship of Anatomy, rendered 
vacant by the death of Dr. Carter P. John- 
son. 


South Carolina Medical Association.— 
The annual meeting of this Association was 
held in Charleston, on the 5th and 6th of | 
Feb. last. Dr. W. W. Mobley delivered 
the annual address on Typhoid Dysentery. 
Dr. Gaston read a description of a new in- 
strument devised by himself for the treat- 
ment of uterine displacements, which was 
ordered to be published. Dr. R. W. Gibbes, 
Sen. read an essay on Pseudarthrosis, Dr. 
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R. W. Gibbes, Jr. read a report of an ex- 
traordinary case, and Simons made some 
remarks on the use of pyroligneous acid in 
surgical cases, exhibiting gangrenous ten- 
dencies. Dr. E. Holbeck was elected Pre- 
sident for the ensuing year, 

Turnbullism.—The Charleston Medical 
Journal and Review for March, 1854, con- 
tains some account of a certain. Dr. Turn- 
bull, who has been travelling about the 
country claiming to have performed won- 
ders, which those who are desirous of learn- 
ing something about the career of that indi- 
vidual may do well to peruse. 

We are informed that the number of the 
Medical Examiner for the present month 
(June) will also contain information of a 
similar purport. 
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Death from Chloroform at the Royal Oph- 
thalmic Hospital.—The following unfortu- 
nate case occurred on Tuesday last (April 
10, 1855): John Cannon, aged 40, a moder- 
ately stout, florid, and healthy looking man, 


had been attending for some weeks on ac- 
count of the ‘results of an injury to the left 
eye-ball. He was a native of London, and 


had generally led a temperate life. The 
globe had become disorganized, and, on ac- 
count of the sympathetic irritation. which it 
occasioned to the other, its removal was at 
length determined upon. ‘The man ex- 
pressed a strong wish to inhale chloroform 
before the operation, and as he had no in- 
dications of disease of any kind, no wbjec- 
tion was made. The inhaler used was the 
one devised and recommended by Dr. 
Snow ; the chloroform was from Messrs. 
Battley’s, had been in stock not more 
than a fortnight, and had been used suc- 
cessfully for many other patients. The ad- 
ministration was intrusted to Dr. Playne, 
of King’s College Hospital. In the com- 
mencement of the inhalation the valve of 
the mouth-piece was so turned as to admit 
an abundant supply of air, 9 point to which 
Mr. Bowman directed personal attention. 
During the first four minutes (more or less) 
nothing unusual occurred. Dr. Playne, who 
had his finger on the pulsc, had noticed that 
it had rather increased in fulness, and was 
of good volume. Rather suddenly, how- 
ever, just as the anesthetic appeared to be 
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producing its effects, symptoms of excite. 
ment occurred. The eyes became fixed 
and staring, the arms outstretched and rigid, 
andthe face contorted. It was now im. 
practicable to féel the pulse, on account of 
the tossing about of the arms, but, as is 
usual in such conditions, the respiration was 
noticed to be all but, if not quite, suspend. 
ed, by the spasmodic fixture of the chest, 
The inhaler was at once removed, and the 
face and chest of the patient dashed with 
cold water. Almost immediately after, as 
the respirations had become extremely fee- 
ble and sighing, Mr. Bowman commenced 
practising artificial breathing, by the appli- 
cation of his own mouth to that of the pa- 
tient. By this means the chest was made 
to fill very completely, and the process was 
kept up almost without intermission for 
from five to eight minutes. During the 
first three or four minutes after the alarm 
began, the patient continued at times to 
make slight sighing efforts at voluntary in- 
spiration, and the case was not thought, by 
those looking on, to be by any means hope- 
less. At length, however, these finally 
ceased, and from that time it was apparent 
that the man was dead. The attempts at 
resuscitation were persevered with for con- 
siderable time, and were’ not relinquished 
until evidently without hope of benefit. 
At the first opportunity which occurred for 
examining it after the spasmodic struggling 
had commenced, the pulse was found to be 
extinct, and it remained so ever after, 
although there were, as stated, feeble efforts 
at inspiration, The patient’s countenance 
changed somewhat during the treatment, 
but was.mostly suffused and congested. 

As to the quantity of chloroform used, 
it is not practicable to give any estimate, as 
the inhaler had just before been employed 
for another patient. The point is, how- 
ever, of no consequence, since precautions 
had been taken to begin the administration 
with a well-diluted vapour. 

The post-mortem examination was con- 
ducted by Dr. C. Beeder, forty-eight hours 
afier the death had occurred. The follow- 
ing are its brief particulars :— 

The sinuses, and the veins of the brain 
generally, were much congested, and there 
was some cedema of the brain-substance. 
The heart, excepting some slight deposits 
on the curtains of the mitral valve was 
healthy. Its muscular substance was easily 
lacerable. The right ventricle contained a 
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considerable quantity of fluid blood, the left 
was nearly empty. There were some pleu- 
ritic adhesions, and the lungs generally 
were congested, being also in some parts 
fall of air. The blood in every organ ex- 
amined was fluid, and without trace of 
coagulation. Nothing was observed throw- 
ing light on the cause of death.— Med. Times. 


Cod-liver Oil and Quinia—The combi- 
nation of tonic with cod-liver oil has long 
been a desideratum to practitioners. Mr. 
Bastic has succeeded in producing a prepa- 
ration combining the above two valuable 
medicines. It appéars to answer all the 
purposes intended, and is prepared in the 
following manner: The requisite quantity 
of disulphate of quinia is dissolved in dis- 
tilled water with the aid of a little dilute 
sulphuric acid. The quinia is then pre- 
cipitated by means of an alkaline carbon- 
ate; the precipitate treated with boiling 
alcohol; the alcoholic solution, after being 
filtered, is evaporated to dryness. The 
residue, which is pure quinia, is then added 
to the cod-liver oil, and the mixture is heat- 
ed in a water-bath until solution is com- 
pletely effected, which may be known by 
the oil becoming perfectly transparent. The 
quantity of quinia employed may be varied 
according to the wish of the prescriber, but 
it is generally used in the proportion of two 
grains to the ounce.—Lancet, April 7, 1855. 


Substitute for Cod-liver Oil.—At the last 
meeting of the Liverpool Chemists’ Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Mercer produced a sample of 
oil imported into that town under the name 
of Shark-liver Oil. It possesses a peculiar 
interest in consequence of its low specific 
gravity. Until now, sperm oil, which has 
a specific gravity of .875, was the lightest 
oil known; but the specific gravity of shark 
oil was only .866. It came from Marseilles, 
and was stated to be procured from sharks 
caught on the coast of Africa.—Jb. 


Injection of Chloroform in Hydrocele.— 
Prof. Lancenseck, of Berlin, prefers chlo- 
roform to the tincture of iodine as an in- 
jection in hydrocele. He injects from one 
to three drachms into the sac. 

New Treatment of Coryza.—In the Jour- 
nal de Médecine et de Chirurgie Pratiques 





by plugging up the external nares by intro- 
ducing a plug of lint rolled in collodion. 
The organ, he says, is protected from the 
contact of cold air, and at the same time, 
the disordered surface is bathed in warm air 
and the moisture exhaled in respiration. 
The remedy has, in his hands, never failed 
to produce a cure in twenty-four hours. 


Adulteration of Food and Medicines.-~ 
Dr. Atprines, in his address at the opening 
of the session of the Dublin Chemical So- 
ciety, made the following remarks:— 

‘“ The subject of the adulteration of articles 
of food and medicine has latterly attracted 
much attention. That the practice of 
adulteration is extensively pursued cannot 
be doubted ; but how is that practice to be 
prevented? Not by stringent laws and 
heavy penalties; not by a vexatious and in- 
tolerant police. It is notorious that these 
means have failed in every country in which 
they have been practised; and they are not 
only inefficient, but, like our excise laws, 
injurious, because they suppose that our pre- 
sent knowledge is perfect, and therefore they 
throw impediments in the way of all im- 
provement. Flour, salt, barm, and water 
made into dough, fermented for a certain 
length of time, and baked in an oven, con- 
stitute the popular idea of pure bread ; but 
the scientific baker seeks to make it whiter 
and lighter, and to diminish its tendency to 
acescency. He may do this by additions 
not only innocuous, but calculated to im- 
prove the conditions of the digestive or- 
gans. Is it not right that he should be 
allowed this liberty ? But tie him down by 
a legal definition, and you put him, if he 
attempts to improve, into the same position 
as the dishonest adulterator with. mashed 
potatoes or plaster of Paris. Again, it is 
well known that drugs are little, if at all, 
adulterated by the retail druggist. It is not 
in Asia Minor that impurities are added to 
scammony and opium; it is inthe great 
commercial entrepots, that jalap and guaia- 
cum, rhubarb and turmeric are mixed to- 
gether. The retail druggist buys these 
adulterated articles because he gets them 
cheap, and his customers demand cheap 
drugs. If the workhouse physician is dis- 
appointed in his treatment, and the pauper 
dies for want of the proper medicine, the 
fault is principally due to the blind and 
stupid economy of the guardians, who will 





for November, 1854, M. Yvonneav says 
that he has obtained great success in coryza 





accept none but the lowest tenders. But 
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the true remedy to put a stop to this prac- § paid special attention to the causes of sudden 
tice of adulterations is the extension of{death. We would specially single out M. 
chemical, and I may add microscopical, } Aran, who, in his thesis, written for the 
knowledge. Let-not only medical men, but; Assiatant-Professorship at the Paris Fa. 
the classes from among whom guardians for } culty, has given a masterly sketch of the 


the poor are usually selected, and not only 
they, but all educated persons, become ac- 


$atate of our knowledge on the subject, 


More recently, a German physician, Dr, 


quainted with a little chemistry, and all} Kopp, has published new investigations re- 
adulterations, at leastof a gross description, } specting sudden death from internai causes, 


will soon cease; for nobody will think of 
committing fraud if he is almost certain of 
being detected. Indeed, chemistry ought 
to be a branch of general education; not 
merely theoretical, but practical chemistry.’’ 

Addition of Tannate of Lead to Adhesive 
Plaster. M. Herrin states that his own 
experience teaches him that Baynton’s 
treatment, by strapping, may be extended 
to every breach of surface, whether result- 
ing from wound or ulcer; and the only in- 
convenience he has found attending it is, the 
production of eczematous eruptions, or 
vesications in irritable skins. After having 
tried various means of obviating this, he 
remembered the great advantage that ac- 
crued from the treatment of bed-sores, by 
means of plasters powdered with the tan- 
nate of lead. He caused some of this sub- 
stance to be combined with adhesive plas- 
ter, which henceforth produced no irrita- 
tion. As’ the addition of the tannate di- 
minishes the .adhesiveness, the proportion 
may vary accordingly, as this quality is de- 
sired or not. It is retained when 1-20th 
of the tannate is added, and when not 
much required the proportion may be raised 
to 1-12th. Med. Times and Gaz., April 7. 


British and Foreign Medico- Chirurgical 
Review.—Prof. Parkes, who has for some 
time edited this Review with so much abil- 
ity, vacates his editorial chair in conee- 
quence of his appointment as Superintend- 
ent of the English New Civil Hospital in 
the East, and will be succeeded by Dr. 
Sieveking. 


Edinburgh Medicaland Surgical Journal, 
and the Monthly Journal of Medical Sci- 
ence.—It having been found that these two 
Journals cannot be supported in Edinburgh, 
they are to be amalgamated, -Prof. Ben- 
nétt retires from his editorial labours. 


On Sudden Death.—Several physicians 
of eminence on the continent have, of late, 





based upon his own labours, and those of 
his friend, the late Dr. Herrich. (It israther 
remarkable that Herrich himeelf died sud- 
denly from a heart affection ) Thirty cases, 
which came under the direct cognizance of 
the authors, are given, with very minute 
details, out of which we gather that two- 
thirds of the patients mentioned were men. 
Out of seventy-nine sudden deaths alluded 
to, fifty-five happened by day. The post. 
mortem examinations are described with 
much care, and the memoir concludes with 
the following summing up :— 

I.—Sudden deaths by suppression of the 
heart’s action. 1. By compression from 
without inwarda, in consequence, a, of effu- 
sion of blood into the pericardium, as a con- 
sequence of a rupture of the walls of the 
heart or of the aorta, four cases; 5, serous 
effusion into the pericardium, six cases ; ¢, 
fibrinous effusion, two cases; d, effusion of 
serum into the pleura, four cases; e, effu- 
sion of purulent matter into the same sac, 
twoc¢ases. 2, By accumulation of blood in 
the heart, five cases. 3. The blood insuffi- 
ciently exciting the heart tocontract, owing 
to deficiency in quantity or quality of that 
fluid, ten cases. 4, Mechanical disturbance 
of the circulation, in consequence of the 
evolution of gas, five cases. 5. Lessening 
of thoracic capacity, from spinal curvature, 
two cases. 6. The same lessening from * 
pulmonary induration, three cases. 7. Pa- 
thological changes in the parietes of the 
heart, or the aorta, &c., forty-five cases. 

II.—Interruption in the power of convey- 
ance of nervous power from the brain or 
medulia oblongata to the heart. 1. Swell- 
ing of the thymus gland, nine cases. 2. 
Swelling of the thyroid gland. 3. Tuber- 
cleson the larynx, sixcases. 4. Suppuration 
in the cellular tissues of the neck, two cases. 

III.—Rapid suppression of the functions 
of the medulla oblongata. 1. By direct 
external pressure, two cases. 2. By im- 
mediate external pressure, seven cases. By 
the influence of other cerebral affections, 
two cases.— Lancet, Dec. 9, 1854. 





